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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1

History

1. Discuss the complex interactions between cultural
regeneration and political resistance in the Indian
nationalist movement. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by highlighting the confluence
of cultural regeneration and political resistance in
the Indian nationalist movement

® Give arguments to Cultural Regeneration as a
Foundation of Political Resistance

® Highlight the Political Resistance Building Cultural
Narratives

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The Indian nationalist movement (19*"-20 century) was
not merely a political struggle against colonial rule but also
a cultural renaissance aimed at reclaiming India’s identity
and heritage.

® Cultural regeneration played a dual role: it
strengthened the moral and emotional foundation of
political resistance, and, in turn, political resistance
gave momentum to cultural revival.
Body

Cultural Regeneration as a Foundation of Political
Resistance
® Rediscovery of India’s Cultural Heritage:

€ Scholars like Raja Rammohan Roy and later
Swami Vivekananda revived the glory of Indian
philosophies, Sanskrit texts, and ancient
achievements, fostering national pride.

€ Example: Leaders like Dayananda Saraswati
(Arya Samaj) called for a return to Vedic
traditions, framing it as a rejection of colonial
cultural imposition.

® Role of the Bengal Renaissance:

@ The Bengal Renaissance led by figures like
Rabindranath Tagore and Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee integrated cultural revival with
nationalism.

€ Example: Bankim’s Anandamath inspired the use
of “Vande Mataram” as a nationalist anthem.

® Education as a Tool for Regeneration:

@ |Institutions like the Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) by Madan Mohan Malaviya emphasized
the blending of modern education with Indian
values.

@ Political leaders like Tilak used education to
promote national consciousness.

® Integration of Folk Culture:

@ Songs, stories, and symbols from folk traditions
were infused with nationalist themes to mobilize
rural masses.

€@ Example: Bhajans like Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram, popularized by Gandhi, became a unifying
anthem.

Political Resistance Building Cultural Narratives

® Use of Religious Symbolism: Political leaders often
invoked cultural and religious motifs to inspire masses.
€ Example: Bal Gangadhar Tilak popularized
Ganesh Chaturthi as a community festival to
unite people and foster nationalist sentiment.
® Challenge to British Cultural Hegemony: Cultural
narratives highlighted the rich Indian heritage to
British propaganda that
“uncivilized.”

counter Indians were
€ Example: Swami Vivekananda’s speech at the
1893 Chicago Parliament of Religions emphasized
India’s spiritual depth, inspiring political resistance
by instilling pride in Indian identity.
Conclusion:

The Indian nationalist movement highlighted the
synergy between cultural regeneration and political
resistance, each reinforcing the other. Cultural revival
empowered the political struggle by instilling national pride,
while political resistance gave cultural revival the urgency and
scale needed for mass mobilization.
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2. “The Industrial Revolution not only revolutionized
production but also fueled the expansion of European
colonialism.” Discuss the interconnectedness of industrial
growth and imperialism. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduction: Briefly explain the Industrial

Revolution’s impact on production and imperialism.

® Body: Highlight how industrial growth drove colonial
expansion, focusing on raw materials, markets, and
technology, with examples from India.
® Conclusion: Summarize the link between
industrialization and imperialism.
Introduction:

The Industrial Revolution, beginning in the late 18th
century, transformed production through technological
advancements and mass manufacturing. This industrial
growth not only revolutionized production methods but also
drove European powers to expand their colonial empires to
secure raw materials, new markets, and labor.

Body:
The Industrial Revolution Revolutionized Production:

® Technological Advancements:

€ The invention of the steam engine by James Watt

and the mechanization of textile production led |

to a significant leap in manufacturing capacity.

O Factories could produce goods in mass

guantities at much faster rates than before.

Machine tools and mass production methods

reduced production costs, making goods more

affordable and accessible.

Innovations in transportation, such as the
steamship and railways, allowed raw materials to
be transported more efficiently, fueling industrial
production.

® Shift in Economic Structures:

@ The rise of factories and the decline of traditional
cottage industries marked a shift from agrarian
economies to urban, industrial economies. The

concentration of production in factories led to the
growth of urban centers and the rise of a new
industrial working class.

Industries like textiles, iron, and steel saw
exponential growth, leading to the creation of
large-scale production systems that could meet
the demands of growing global markets.

® Increased Productivity:

€ The spinning jenny and power loom
revolutionized textile production, enabling Britain
to dominate the global textile trade.
Mass  production  techniques, such
interchangeable  parts
facilitated the assembly of more complex goods
like machinery, tools, and transport vehicles,
further accelerating industrial growth.

as

in  manufacturing,

The Industrial Revolution Fueled the Expansion of European
Colonialism:
® Demand for Raw Materials:

@ The Industrial Revolution created an insatiable
demand for raw materials such as cotton, rubber,
oil, and minerals.

O European powers turned to their colonies,
including India, Africa, and parts of Southeast
Asia, to supply these materials.

India, for example, became a key supplier of raw
cotton for Britain’s textile mills, and rubber from
regions like Africa fed the growing automobile
and industrial sectors in Europe.

©® New Markets for Manufactured Goods:

@ European powers sought new markets for their
mass-produced goods. Colonies became captive
markets for European exports, ensuring that the
wealth generated from industrial production
flowed back to the imperial powers.

India and other colonies were flooded with
European manufactured goods, such as textiles,
which undermined local industries.
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O In return, colonies were forced to buy
European products due to imperial trade
policies, such as the British East India
Company’s monopoly in India.

® Technological Advancements and Imperial Control:
€ Steamships, railroads, and telegraph lines
enabled European powers to expand their
territorial control and maintain dominance over
distant colonies.

O These technological innovations facilitated
the movement of troops, supplies, and
resources, allowing for
governance and exploitation.

more effective

@ Thedevelopment of superior military technology,
such as the Maxim gun, gave European powers a
decisive advantage in suppressing local resistance
and ensuring the dominance of imperial rule.

® Exploitation of Labor:

@ The Industrial Revolution’s need for cheap labor
led European powers to exploit
populations. In India, indentured servitude
became widespread, where workers were forced
into long-term labor contracts under exploitative
conditions in plantations and construction
projects, such as the railway system.

colonial

Conclusion:

The Industrial Revolution reshaped global production
and fueled European colonial expansion by creating demands
that could only be met through imperial control. This
interconnection between industrial growth and imperialism
laid the foundation for global inequalities that continue to
affect the modern world.

Geography

3. Discuss the mineral resource base of the Chhota Nagpur
Plateau and its role in shaping India’s metallurgical and
manufacturing sectors. What geological and historical
factors have been crucial in this development?

(250 words)
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] ] u u
N N
0 [] ° O[]

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by signifying Chhota Nagpur
Plateau as the “mineral heartland of India
® Highlight the Mineral Resource Base of the Chhota
Nagpur Plateau
® Delve into its Role in Shaping Metallurgical and
Manufacturing Sectors
Factors Behind

® Give Geological and Historical

Mineral Abundance

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The Chhota Nagpur Plateau, often referred to as the

J

“mineral heartland of India,” is rich in diverse mineral
resources like iron ore, coal, mica, and bauxite. This resource
base has played a pivotal role in shaping India’s metallurgical
and manufacturing sectors, establishing the region as an

industrial hub.
Body

Mineral Resource Base of the Chhota Nagpur Plateau

® Iron Ore: Major deposits in Noamundi, Gua
(Jharkhand), and adjoining areas.
@ High-grade hematite ore supports steel
production.

® Coal: The Damodar Valley coalfields (e.g., Jharia,
Bokaro, and Raniganj) are the backbone of India’s
thermal power and steel industries.

® Mica: Found in Koderma and Giridih, making India one
of the largest producers of mica globally. Used in
electrical and electronic industries.

® Bauxite and Copper: Rich deposits in Ranchi and
Gumla districts contribute to aluminum and copper
production.

® Uranium: Uranium in Jaduguda fuels India’s nuclear

energy program.

5
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Role in Shaping Metallurgical and Manufacturing Sectors:

® Steel Industry: The proximity of iron ore and coal
reserves led to the establishment of major steel plants.
€ Example: Tata Steel in Jamshedpur, Steel
Authority of India Limited (SAIL) plants in Bokaro
and Rourkela.
® Aluminum Production: Abundant bauxite deposits
supported industries like Hindalco, driving India’s
aluminum sector.
® Thermal Power Generation: Coal reserves power
thermal plants in the region, supporting industrial
energy demands.
€ Example: Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC)
facilitates electricity for industries.
® Employment Generation and Urbanization: Mineral-
based industries catalyzed urbanization in cities like
Jamshedpur, Bokaro, and Dhanbad.

DCrE
] ] [] []
NS NS
! [] e es O[]

Geological and Historical Factors Behind Mineral
Abundance
® Geological Factors:
€ Strong Foundation: Its foundation is composed of
ancient crystalline rocks, including Archaean
metamorphic formations, granite intrusions, and
crystalline basement complexes, which provide
the structural framework for its mineral wealth.
@ Structural Features: The plateau’s geological
structure, marked by fracture zones, fault lines,
folding, and metamorphic processes, has been
instrumental in concentrating and preserving
mineral deposits.
O These
conditions for the embedding of diverse

structural features create ideal

minerals within rock formations.
® Historical Factors:

@ Colonial Development: British exploitation of
coal and iron ore during the Industrial Revolution
laid the groundwork for industrialization.

€ Post-Independence Industrialization: Five-Year
Plans emphasized heavy industries, leveraging
the plateau’s resources.

@ Infrastructure Development: Railways and

power plants facilitated resource utilization.
Conclusion

The Chhota Nagpur Plateau, with its vast mineral
resources, has been a cornerstone of India’s metallurgical
and manufacturing growth. Geological features like the
Gondwana coalfields and historical initiatives like Tata Steel’s
establishment have transformed the region into an industrial
hub. However, sustainable exploitation and equitable
resource sharing remain key to ensuring long-term benefits.

4. “Plateaus are often termed ‘treasure houses of minerals.’
Discuss this statement with reference to the major
plateaus of the world. (150 words)

www.drishtilAS.com
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O Acts as Asia’s “Water Tower,” supporting

Approach:
. rivers like the Yangtze and Mekong.
® Introduce the answer by defining plateau as a ® African Plateaus:
treasure houses of minerals )
€ Gold: South Africa is renowned for its gold

A . . . . _ :
Delve into Mineral Wealth in Major Plateaus of the reserves. The Witwatersrand Basin, for example,

World is one of the largest gold-producing regions in the
® Highlight the Role of Plateaus in Reflecting Mineral- world.
Based Economic Activity @ Copper: Katanga Plateau (Congo) holds large
® Conclude suitably. reserves of copper, powering the global tech
Introduction industry.
Plateaus, elevated flatlands formed by tectonic | ® Brazilian Plateau: A major source of:
movements, volcanic activities, or erosional processes, are @ Iron Ore and Manganese: Boosting Brazil's
known for their mineral richness. The term “treasure houses economy.
of minerals” is apt as plateaus host significant reserves of € Gold: Historically significant for global trade.
metallic and non-metallic minerals, fueling industrial growth | Role of Plateaus in Reflecting Mineral-Based Economic
and economic development globally. Activity
Body: ® Industrial Backbone: Minerals extracted from plateaus
Mineral Wealth in Major Plateaus of the World support industries like steel, electronics, and energy.
® Chota Nagpur Plateau (India): Known as the “Mineral (BALCO and NALCO in India)
Heart of India,” it is rich in: ® Export-Oriented Economies: Countries like Congo and
@ Iron Ore: Drives the steel industry. ® Energy Transition: Lithium from the Tibetan Plateau
€ Manganese and Mica: Used in electronics and and uranium from the Colorado Plateau are driving
manufacturing. the global shift toward clean energy.
O Jharia coalfields and Noamundi iron ore | Conclusion
mines are key contributors. | The mineral wealth of plateaus underscores their
® Deccan Plateau (India): Formed from volcanic activity, | role as “treasure houses,” driving industrial and economic
itis rich in: growth globally. Plateaus like the Chota Nagpur, Colorado,
€ Bauxite: Vital for the aluminum industry. and Katanga are prime examples of regions where mineral
@ Gold: Found in the Kolar Gold Fields. resources contribute significantly to development.

O Black cotton soil (regur) supports agricultural 5

R ST Why is the Bay of Bengal more prone to cyclones
activities like cotton cultivation.

compared to the Arabian Sea? Discuss this phenomenon

® Colorado Plateau (USA): Renowned for: with reference to recent cyclones in India. (250 words)
€ Uranium Deposits: Essential for nuclear energy.

@ Copper and Potash: Used in electronics and Approach:

fertilizers. ® Introduce the answer by giving a data justifying

O ltalso boasts scenic landmarks like the Grand more cyclones in Bay of Bengal than Arabian Sea

Canyon, adding to its significance. ® Give Reasons for Higher Cyclonic Activity in the Bay

® Tibetan Plateau (China): Rich in: of Bengal than Arabian Sea

@ Lithium: Crucial for modern battery technology. ® Delve into Recent Key Cyclones Hitting Indian coast

A .
€ Chromite: Used in steel and alloy production. oyl sl
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Introduction € Moisture-Laden Winds: Warm, humid air
The Indian subcontinent, with an 8,041 km coastline, currents over the Bay enhance cyclone intensity,

is highly vulnerable to cyclones, with the Bay of Bengal particularly during pre-monsoon and post-

witnessing nearly 4 times the number of cyclones as the monsoon seasons.

Arabian Sea. @ Other Factors:

® This phenomenon is influenced by geographical,
meteorological, and oceanic factors, exacerbated by
climate change and anthropogenic activities.
Body:
Reasons for Higher Cyclonic Activity in the Bay of Bengal
than Arabian Sea:

@ Post-Monsoon Effect: The retreating monsoon
during October-November creates favorable
conditions for cyclones in the Bay, with low-
pressure zones and stagnant winds aiding their
genesis.

® Geographical and Oceanographic Factors:

€ Funnel-like Shape: The Bay’s concave structure MM mvs
directs and amplifies storm surges toward the “Y DI" BEHG.EL

coasts of India, Bangladesh, and Myanmar,

intensifying their impacts.

O This unique geography is absent or minimal
in the Arabian Sea, which lacks a similarly
pronounced funnel-like shape, reducing the
amplification of storm surges.

€ Shallow Coastal Waters: These waters allow
storm surges to rise significantly higher, causing

severe flooding when cyclones make landfall.

® Favorable Climatic and Meteorological Conditions
€ High Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs): SSTs in the

Bay of Bengal remain consistently above 28°C,

often exceeding 30°C-32°C, which is ideal for

cyclone formation.

O Warm SSTs fuel moisture-laden air and
evaporation, providing energy for storms to
intensify.

€ Warm Water Influx from Rivers: Major rivers like
the Ganga, Brahmaputra, and Irrawaddy
discharge warm freshwater into the Bay,

Recent Key Cyclones Hitting India’s East Coast:

preventing the cooling of surface waters. ® Cyclone Amphan (2020):
O Unlike the Arabian Sea, where water mixes @ Intensity: Super Cyclonic Storm.
vertically, the Bay’s stratified layers sustain €@ Impact: Massive destruction to eastern India
warm surface temperatures. especially West Bengal & Odisha
® Atmospheric Dynamics ® Cyclone Yaas (2021):

€ Weak Wind Shear:iin the Bay, the vertical
difference in wind speeds (wind shear) is
relatively low, allowing cyclones to develop and
maintain structure.

€ Intensity: Very Severe Cyclonic Storm.

€ Impact: Severe flooding in Odisha and West
Bengal.
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® Cyclone Mocha (2023):
€ Intensity: Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm.
€ Impact: Widespread destruction in Bangladesh
and Myanmar.
Conclusion:

Bay of Bengal’s geographical features and high sea
surface temperatures make it more prone to cyclones, with
climate change intensifying their frequency and severity.
Although the Arabian Sea was traditionally less active, recent
cyclones like Tauktae(2021) and Biparjoy (2023) highlight the
growing threat attributed to warming seas.

Indian Heritage and Culture

6. Discuss the role of handicrafts and traditional artisan
communities in preserving India’s cultural heritage. (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting India’s rich
cultural heritage
® Delve into Role of Handicrafts and Artisan
Communities in Preserving Cultural Heritage
® Highlight key challenges and suggest way forward
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

India’s rich cultural heritage is deeply rooted in its
diverse handicrafts and artisan traditions, which represent
the historical, social, and spiritual essence of the nation. These
crafts not only reflect the cultural diversity of India but also
serve as a medium for its preservation and global recognition.

Body

Role of Handicrafts and Artisan Communities in Preserving
Cultural Heritage:
® Safeguarding Traditional Knowledge and Techniques
€ Handicrafts embody traditional skills passed down
through generations, such as the intricate weaving
of Banarasi silk sarees or the crafting of
Pattachitra paintings in Odisha.
€ Communities like Kashmiri Pashmina artisans
and Kutch embroidery workers preserve unique
regional identities through their craft.

® Contribution to Social

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Reviving Indigenous Materials and Sustainability

€ Many handicrafts use locally sourced, eco-
friendly materials, keeping indigenous practices
alive, such as the use of bamboo in Assam’s Jaapi
making or clay in Terracotta crafts of Bishnupur,
West Bengal.

@ These sustainable methods highlight India’s
respect for nature, a key aspect of its cultural
ethos.

Preservation of Folklore, Myths, and Rituals

€ Handicrafts often depict stories from mythology
and folklore. For instance, Madhubani paintings
of Bihar illustrate tales from the Ramayana and
Mahabharata, acting as visual narratives of India’s
spiritual traditions.

Enhancing Cultural Identity through Festivals and
Rituals

@ Traditional crafts like Kolam art in Tamil Nadu and
Rangoli during Diwali showcase community-
centric art linked to festivals, reinforcing a sense
of shared identity and belonging.

Promoting Regional Diversity

@ Handicrafts showcase India’s cultural diversity,
such as Zardozi embroidery from Uttar Pradesh,
Phulkari from Punjab, and Lepakshi Kalamkari
from Andhra Pradesh.

€ This regional distinctiveness contributes to a
pluralistic national identity and attracts global
interest.

Cohesion and Economic
Development

@ Artisan clusters like Raghurajpur in Odisha or
Kutch, Gujarat act as cultural hubs, fostering
community participation and pride.

€ Handicrafts provide livelihoods, reducing rural-
urban migration and keeping traditions alive.

O Forinstance, the success of Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC) is a testament
to community-driven development.

® Global Cultural Diplomacy

@ Indian handicrafts like Chikankari embroidery
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and Jaipur blue pottery are promoted
internationally, creating awareness about Indian
traditions and enriching global cultural exchange.
Challenges in and Artisan

Communities:

Preserving Handicrafts

® Declining Artisan Workforce: Younger generations are
moving away due to poor remuneration and lack of
dignity in work.

® Competition from Machine-Made Goods: Mass
production undermines the market for traditional
handicrafts.

® Lack of Awareness and Demand: Many crafts suffer
due to limited domestic and global visibility (e.g., Toda
embroidery, Dokra art).

® Material Scarcity and Rising Costs: Dependence on
natural materials, like silk or clay, is threatened by
rising costs and environmental challenges..

Way Forward:

® |[nstitutional Support and Policy Interventions: Boost
schemes like Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yojana for
financial aid, infrastructure, and skill training.

® Reviving Traditional Knowledge: Introduce local crafts
in NEP 2020 curricula to engage youth. Develop digital
archives for crafts like Madhubani art and Kani shawls.

® Market Integration: Expand Gl tags and promote
products like Banarasi sarees and Darjeeling tea
internationally.
@ Lleverage platforms like Amazon Karigar for

artisan outreach.

® Sustainable Practices: Encourage natural dyes and
sustainable materials in products like Channapatna
toys. Incentivize eco-friendly techniques for global
appeal.

® Artisan Welfare: Extend PM Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan
and health benefits for artisans.

® Cultural Tourism: Develop artisan villages like
Raghurajpur as tourist attractions. Host more events
like Surajkund Mela to showcase regional crafts
globally.

Conclusion:

Preserving India’s handicrafts and artisan communities
demands a multidimensional approach involving policy,

market integration, skill modernization, and public
awareness. Empowering these communities with resources,
recognition, and opportunities ensures the continuation
of India’s cultural legacy while simultaneously fostering
sustainable economic growth.

7. Discuss the transformation of Indian miniature painting
from court art to a global artistic medium. How do these
paintings reflect socio-political narratives across different
historical periods ? (250 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by briefing about Indian
miniature paintings
® Delve into Transformation of Miniature Painting
Across Historical Periods

® Give arguments to how they reflect Socio-Political
Narratives
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Indian miniature paintings, known for their intricate
detailing and vibrant colors, have evolved from being court-
centric art forms to gaining global recognition.

® Flourished in the 7th century under the Pala dynasty,
these paintings have reflected India’s socio-political
narratives while transforming stylistically and
thematically over centuries.
Body:
Transformation of Miniature Painting Across Historical
Periods:
® Early Roots: Buddhist and Jain Influences (7th-16th
Century)
€@ Pala School (Bengal): Focused on Buddhist texts,
painted on palm leaves with sinuous lines and
muted colors.
O Example: Depictions of deities like Mamaki
(female incarnation of Buddha).
€@ Western Indian Jain Style: Flourished in Gujarat
and Rajasthan, featuring bold lines and bright
colors to illustrate Jain manuscripts like the
Kalpasutra.
O Themes emphasized religious devotion and
societal norms.
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® The Mughal Era (16'*"-18'" Century)

€ Integration of Persian and Indian Styles:
Patronized by Mughal emperors, this era
introduced paper as a medium and European
techniques like perspective and shading.

€ Themes: Court life, hunting scenes, and natural
elements.

O Example: Padshahnama miniature of Shah
Jahan’s  accession, showcasing royal
authority and cultural grandeur.

@ Key Development: Artistic refinement under
Jahangir, blending Persian precision with Indian
motifs.

O Nature and diplomacy were key themes, as
seen in Jahangir with Abbas | of Persia.
® Post-Mughal Period: Regional Adaptations

€ Rajasthani Miniatures (17*"-18" Century):
Distinct schools like Kishangarh, Mewar, and
Marwar evolved.

O Themes revolved around mythological epics
(e.e., Ramayana, Mahabharata) and
romantic depictions of Krishna and Radha.

@ Pahari Style: Flourished in Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu, combining Vaishnavite themes with
Mughal influences.

O Example: Kangra style’s Rama and Sita in
the Forest emphasizes lyrical naturalism.

€ Deccani Miniatures: Unique blend of Islamic
motifs and local influences.

O Themes ranged from Quranic illumination to
romantic depictions, as seen in Raga
Kakubha.
® Modern Revival and Global Recognition: Miniature art
is preserved in museums and finds limited practice in
Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh.

@ Global exhibitions, art collectors, and digital
media have brought Indian miniature paintings to
international platforms, emphasizing their
timeless appeal.

Reflection of Socio-Political Narratives:

® Depiction of Religious Ideals: Pala and Jain styles
mirrored spiritual narratives and the influence of
Buddhism and Jainism in medieval India.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Documentation of Court Life: Mughal miniatures
chronicled royal events, political diplomacy, and socio-
cultural diversity.

@ For instance, Portraits of Akbar and Jahangir
depicted administrative sophistication and
cosmopolitan ethos.

® Regional Identity and Local Narratives: Rajasthani and

Pahari paintings highlighted the socio-political

independence of princely states.

@ Example: Kishangarh paintings romanticized
Rajput values through Radha-Krishna themes.

® Cultural Syncretism: Deccani miniatures integrated

Islamic, European, and Indian styles, reflecting the

cosmopolitan nature of Deccan sultanates.

€ Example: Paintings of Golconda rulers symbolized
regional power.

Conclusion:

Indian miniature paintings have chronicled India’s socio-
political and cultural evolution while adapting to external
influences and local nuances. From religious manuscripts to
depictions of royal grandeur, they serve as a visual history
of India. Today, their global appreciation underscores the
timeless appeal of this intricate art form, celebrating the
union of tradition and modernity.

8. Discuss the contribution of Mathura and Gandhara
schools in the evolution of Buddhist art in India. (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing the significance of
Mathura and Gandhara Art
® Delve into the Contribution of Mathura School in
Evolution of Buddhist Art

® Highlight the Contribution of Gandhara School in
Evolution of Buddhist Art

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Mathura and Gandhara schools of art, emerging
during the early centuries of the Christian era, represent two
distinct yet interconnected traditions in Indian art.

® While the Mathura School evolved indigenously, the

Gandhara School incorporated Greco-Roman

influences.
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® Both schools significantly contributed to the depiction
of Buddha and Buddhist narratives, shaping the
development of Buddhist art in India.
Body:
Mathura School of Art:
® Period and Centers: Originated in the 1st century CE,
primarily in Mathura (modern Uttar Pradesh).

@ Flourished under the Kushan Empire and reached
its zenith during the Gupta period (4th-6th
century CE). Notable for the use of spotted red
sandstone.

® Contributions to Buddhist Art:

€ Human Representation of Buddha: Transitioned
from symbolic depictions (e.g., footprints, stupas)
to anthropomorphic images.

O Buddha is depicted as a robust, energetic
figure with spiritual depth.
O Common features:
® Shaven head, muscular torso.

Right hand in abhayamudra (gesture of reassurance).
® Padmasana (lotus posture) in seated depictions.

O Examples: Seated Buddha under the Bodhi
tree with dharma chakra and triratna
symbols on soles and palms.

€ Distinctive Style:
emphasizing inner
expressions.

O Figures carved in the round, visible from all
angles.

Gandhara School of Art:
® Period and Centers: Flourished from the 1st century
BCE to the 4th century CE.
€ Prominent centers: Taxila, Peshawar, Bamiyan,
and Begram (modern-day Afghanistan and
Northwest India).
® Contributions to Buddhist Art:
€ Greco-Roman Influence: Introduced realism and
anatomical precision.
O Key features:

Indigenous
spirituality

craftsmanship
and facial

® Wauvy hair, sharp facial features.
® Draped garments in Hellenistic style.

DCrE
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® Halo around Buddha’s head, borrowed from Greek
traditions.

@ Depictions of Buddha: Buddha is portrayed as
serene and meditative, often resembling the
Greek god Apollo.

O Mastery of storytelling in Buddhist panels
depicting Jataka tales and events from
Buddha’s life.

O Use of blue-grey schist, giving sculptures a
distinct finish.

@ Artistic Realism: Emphasis on bodily details,
spatial depth, and emotional expressions.

O Examples: Standing Buddhas and seated
Bodhisattvas with Greek-style drapery and
ornamentation.

Conclusion:

The Mathura and Gandhara schools collectively
enriched Buddhist art, blending indigenous spirituality with
foreign aesthetic sensibilities. Mathura’s spiritual vigor
and Gandhara’s realistic finesse laid the foundation for the
universal appeal of Indian Buddhist art, ensuring its legacy
in Asia and beyond.

Indian Society

9. Assess the role of constitutional mechanisms in
addressing social inequalities and maintaining social
harmony. Analyze their effectiveness and limitations.
(250 words)
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Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting Social
inequalities and key Constitutional safeguards.
® Delve into Constitutional Mechanisms Addressing
Social Inequalities and Promoting Social Harmony
® Highlight the Effectiveness
Mechanisms and its limitations

of Constitutional

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Social inequalities in India are deeply rooted in historical
caste divisions, gender hierarchies, and economic disparities.
The Constitution provides a robust framework to address
these inequities and promote social harmony. Provisions
like Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policy
(DPSPs) aim to create an inclusive society.

Body:
Constitutional Mechanisms Addressing Social Inequalities
and Promoting Social Harmony:

® Fundamental Rights (Part Ill):

€ Article 14: Ensures equality before law and equal
protection of laws.

@ Article 15: Prohibits discrimination based on
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

O Example: Supreme Court judgments, such as
Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018),
which decriminalized Section 377, advancing
LGBTQ+ rights.

€ Article 17: Abolishes untouchability, promoting
social integration.

O Example: SC in State of Karnataka v. Appa
Balu Ingale upheld stringent action against
untouchability practices.

® Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV):

@ Article 38(2): Directs the state to minimize
inequalities in income, status, facilities, and
opportunities.

@ Article 46: Promotes educational and economic
interests of Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled
Tribes (STs), and other weaker sections.

O Example: Reservation policies in educational
institutions under the 93rd Constitutional
Amendment (2005).

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Special Provisions for Minorities and Tribes:
@ Article 29 and 30: Protect cultural and educational
rights of minorities.
@ Article 244: Provides for the administration of
Scheduled and Tribal Areas.
O Example: PESA Act (1996) for self-governance
in tribal areas.
® Independent Institutions:

€ National Commission for Scheduled Castes
(Article 338): Investigates and monitors SC
welfare.

€ National Commission for Minorities: Promotes

minority rights and harmony.
Effectiveness of Constitutional Mechanisms
® Empowerment of Marginalized Communities:

€ Affirmative Actions: Reservation policies have
increased participation of SCs, STs, OBCs, and
women in education and employment.

€ Political Representation: Provisions like Article
330 (reservation in  Parliament) ensure
representation for SCs and STs.

O Example: Around 84 seats in the Lok Sabha
are reserved for SCs, leading to their
legislative empowerment.

® Reduction in Socio-Economic Disparities:

€ Targeted Welfare Programs: Policies derived from
Directive Principles have led to poverty alleviation
and economic upliftment.

O Example: The Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment  Guarantee  Act
(MGNREGA) provided employment to 80
million people in FY 2022-23, with significant
beneficiaries from SC/ST communities.

O Some 415 million Indians escaped poverty
between 2005-06 and 2019-21.

® Promotion of Social Harmony:

@ Secular Framework: Constitutional guarantees
like Article 25-28 ensure freedom of religion and
peaceful coexistence.

O Example: Supreme Court upheld the secular
ethos in the S.R. Bommai v. Union of India
case.
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@ Cultural and Educational Safeguards:: Articles
like Article 29 and 30 empower minorities to
preserve their culture and run educational
institutions.

O Example: Aligarh Muslim University’s
autonomy under Article 30 is an example of
constitutional recognition of minority rights.

Limitations of Constitutional Mechanisms

® Implementation Challenges: : Despite progressive
laws, ground-level implementation remains
inconsistent, especially in rural areas.
€ Manual scavenging continues despite prohibition
under the Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers Act (2013).
® Bureaucratic Delays: Welfare schemes often face
delays due to administrative inefficiencies and
corruption.
€ Example: Slow disbursal of scholarships for SC/ST
students in certain states.
® Socio-Economic Gaps: While constitutional provisions
promote equality, stark disparities persist in education,
health, and income.
€ Limited digital literacy and infrastructure among
marginalized communities widen inequalities.
® Political and Social Misuse:: Allegations of “creamy
layer” misuse in OBC reservations dilute its intended
benefits for the most vulnerable.
€ Caste and communal identities are sometimes
politicized, undermining the spirit of constitutional
harmony.
® Inadequate Representation of Emerging Groups: The
LGBTQ+ community, despite recognition in Navtej
Singh Johar v. Union of India, lacks explicit
constitutional protections for marriage, adoption,
and inheritance rights.
® Limited Awareness and Accessibility: Many
marginalized groups lack awareness of their
constitutional rights and entitlements, limiting their
ability to seek legal or administrative remedies.
€ Tribal communities in remote areas remain
excluded from land rights protections due to lack
of legal literacy and administrative outreach.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Way Forward:

® Strengthen Implementation: Use technology for direct
benefit transfers (DBT) to minimize leakages in welfare
schemes targeting SCs, STs, and women.
® Awareness Campaigns: Increase awareness of rights
among marginalized groups to enhance their
participation in governance.
® Judicial and Administrative Reforms: Establish fast-
track courts for cases of caste violence and gender
crimes.
€ Provide better training for local administrators to
handle sensitive social issues.
® Empowering Grassroots Institutions: Strengthen
Panchayati Raj and tribal councils to ensure local
decision-making reflects diverse needs.
® Promoting Interfaith and Inter Caste Dialogue: Foster
initiatives like Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat to build
mutual understanding and respect.
Conclusion

While the constitutional mechanisms in India have
been instrumental in empowering marginalized sections
and fostering social harmony, their full potential is yet to
be realized due to gaps in implementation, awareness,
and persisting socio-economic inequalities. Bridging these
gaps requires a multipronged approach to strengthen
enforcement, enhance inclusivity, and reduce disparities

10. How do societal attitudes towards women, shaped by
cultural norms and gender stereotypes, perpetuate
gender inequality in everyday life? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduction: Define how cultural norms and gender
stereotypes shape societal attitudes towards women
and perpetuate inequality.
® Body: Discuss their impact in media, workplace, and
family, and highlight measures to address the issue.

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Societal attitudes towards women, shaped by cultural
norms and gender stereotypes, often portray them as
passive, nurturing, or subordinate, fueling widespread gender
inequality in workplaces, families, and public spaces. India
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ranks 127* out of 146 in the Global Gender Gap Report
2023, highlighting major gender disparities in economic,
educational, health, and political spheres.
Body:
Societal Attitudes Towards Women
® Cultural Norms and Gender Stereotypes:
€ From a young age, boys and girls are socialized
into distinct roles, with women often expected to
perform domestic duties and care for children.
These gendered expectations limit women'’s
access to opportunities and decision-making
power.
€ In the media, women are often portrayed as
either passive objects of male desire or supportive
figuresin domesticroles. Such portrayals reinforce
stereotypes and further limit women’s social
mobility and career aspirations.
® Impact in Family and Workplace:
€ In the family, women are largely expected to be
primary caregivers, resulting in an unequal
division of domestic labor. This often limits
women’s ability to pursue professional careers,
leaving them financially dependent.
€ In the workplace, glass ceilings, pay gaps, and
biases against women in leadership roles are a
result of entrenched stereotypes that
underestimate women'’s professional capabilities.
These stereotypes prevent equal access to
opportunities and hinder women’s career
progression.
Steps Have Been Taken To Address The Issue
® Government and Judicial Measures:

€ The government has introduced various initiatives
to address these societal imbalances.
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O For instance, the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme aimstoimprove the status of women,
focusing on education and reducing female
foeticide.

O Programs like Maternity Benefits Act and
Equal Remuneration Act also work towards
ensuring better workplace equality.

@ The judiciary has made significant efforts to
challenge gender stereotypes. The Supreme
Court’s decision to implement the ‘Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition, and Redressal) Act, 2013’ marked a
critical step in creating safer spaces for women.
O Additionally, gender-sensitive rulings, such

as those addressing derogatory language
used in legal proceedings, play a crucial role
in redefining societal attitudes towards
women.

® Addressing the Root Causes:

@ Despite these measures, the persistence of
patriarchal values in both urban and rural areas
indicates that the problem is deeply embedded in
cultural practices.

O The lack of enforcement, widespread
discrimination, and patriarchal social
structures often undermine efforts for
gender equality.

Conclusion:

Challenging cultural norms and gender stereotypes is
essential for creating a more equitable society. While steps by
the government and judiciary have led to significant progress,
there is still a need for continuous social awareness and
stronger implementation of policies to effectively dismantle
patriarchy and ensure true gender equality.

15
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2

Polity and Governance

11. “State legislatures in India are increasingly becoming
mere ratification chambers rather than deliberative
bodies.” Discuss. (150 words)

Approach:

® |Introduce the answer by mentioning the
constitutional provision related to State Legislature

® Highlight the Functions of State Legislatures in India:

® Give Evidence of State Legislatures as Ratification
Chambers

® Delve into the Factors Contributing to the Decline

® Suggest Measures to Reinvigorate State Legislatures

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The State Legislature in India is governed by various
constitutional provisions under Part VI of the Constitution
of India, tasked with making laws, debating public policies,
and holding the executive accountable.

® State legislatures, once vibrant forums for rigorous
debates and policy-making, are now perceived as
losing their deliberative character, often functioning as
mere extensions of the executive, rubber-stamping
decisions with minimal scrutiny.
Body
State Legislatures Functioned as Vibrant Forums:

Historically, state legislatures in India played a crucial
role as vibrant forums for debate, policy-making, and holding
the executive accountable.

® Rigorous Debates in Early Decades of Independence:

During the 1950s and 1960s, state legislatures were

known for intense debates on key issues such as land

reforms, education policies, and industrial

development.

€ For example, the West Bengal Assembly engaged

in prolonged debates on the Operation Barga

program, showcasing detailed discussions on the
implications for farmers and landowners
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® Collaborative Law-Making: State legislatures actively
contributed to framing transformative laws, such as
Kerala’s Land Reform Act (1963) that Witnessed
exhaustive debates with detailed input from legislators,
leading to effective implementation.
Evidence of State Legislatures as Ratification Chambers:

® DeclineinSittingDays: Inrecentyears, state legislatures
have convened for fewer days annually. The number of
average sitting days has declined steadily from 2016 to
2022
€ The 28 State Assemblies met for 21 days on
average in 2022.
® Hasty Passage of Bills: Many state assemblies pass bills
without adequate debate. For example:
€@ In 2022, 9 States, including Bihar, Gujarat, Punjab
and West Bengal, passed all bills within a day of
introduction.
® Weak Legislative Committees: Unlike Parliament, state
legislatures seldom rely on committees for in-depth
discussions.
@ This undermines detailed scrutiny of laws, as seen
in the Karnataka Assembly, where less than 5% of
bills were sent to committees.
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® Overuse of Ordinances: Ordinances bypass legislative
debate. In Kerala, 51 ordinances were issued within
two weeks after a session ended, and 44 were
promulgated 20 days before a session began,
highlighting the executive’s dominance over legislative
processes.
® Reduced Participation of Legislators: State Legislators
often focus more on local constituency issues rather
than engaging in legislative discussions.
€ Instances of disruptions, adjournments, and lack
of quorum further reflect diminishing legislative
engagement.
Measures to Reinvigorate State Legislatures

® Mandatory Minimum Sitting Days: Introduce
constitutional provisions to ensure state legislatures
meet for at least 50-70 days annually, as suggested by
various committees.

® Strengthen

subject-specific committees for detailed examination

Committee Systems: Institutionalize
of bills and policies. For example, emulating the Public
Accounts Committee of Parliament.

® Capacity Building for Legislators: Provide legislators
with training and access to research facilities, enabling
informed debate and policy making.

® Encourage Public Participation: Promote citizen

engagement in the legislative process through public
consultations and pre-legislative scrutiny.

Conclusion

State legislatures, as the bedrock of India’s federal
democracy, must evolve from their current state of dormancy
and reclaim their role as vibrant deliberative forums.
Strengthening institutional mechanisms, ensuring legislative
accountability, and fostering a culture of informed debate
are critical to reversing the trend of reduced deliberative
functioning.

12. Examine the role of the Representation of People’s
Act,1951 in protecting and promoting electoral integrity.
(150 words)

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing Representation of
the People Act, 1951
® Delve into Key Provisions of RPA, 1951 in Ensuring
Electoral Integrity and Preventing Electoral
Malpractices

® Suggest how it can be enhanced further

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RPA) is a
cornerstone of India’s democratic framework, ensuring free
and fair elections. It supplements constitutional provisions
related to elections, providing a robust legal mechanism to
address electoral malpractices and uphold the sanctity of the
electoral process.

Body:
Key Provisions Of RPA, 1951 in Ensuring Electoral Integrity:
® Regulation of Election Conduct: Provides a framework
for the conduct of elections and by-elections, ensuring
smooth functioning of the electoral process.
€ Empowers the Election Commission to supervise,
direct, and control elections.
® Administrative Machinery: Establishes procedures
and mechanisms for the preparation of electoral rolls,
polling, and counting of votes.

€ Mandates officials to follow
procedures, reducing arbitrariness.

standardized

® Registration of Political Parties: Ensures that only
legitimate parties participate by specifying criteria for
registration.
@ Enables scrutiny of party activities, preventing
misuse of the electoral process.
® Qualifications and Disqualifications for Candidates:
Specifies qualifications for contesting elections, such as
minimum age and constituency requirements.
€ Preventscriminalization of politics by disqualifying
candidates convicted of certain offences.
® Provisions Against Corrupt Practices: Defines corrupt
practices, including bribery, undue influence,
impersonation, and misuse of government machinery.
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@ Penalizes candidates and parties involved in such
practices, acting as a deterrent.
® Resolution of Electoral Disputes: Provides legal
remedies for settling disputes related to elections
through designated courts.
€ Prevents unlawful candidates from occupying
positions of power.
Preventing Electoral Malpractices:

The RPA, 1951, plays a critical role in addressing and
curbing electoral malpractices:

® Disqualification Provisions: Ensures individuals
convicted of serious offences are barred from
contesting complemented with Supreme Court’s
judgement in Lily Thomas vs Union of India Case,
2013.
€ Guards against misuse of financial resources by
mandating expenditure limits.
® Transparency Measures: Mandates candidates to
disclose assets, liabilities, and criminal records during
nomination.
€ Prevents the concealment of
promoting accountability.

information,

® Electoral Offences: Criminalizes actions such as voter
intimidation, impersonation, and booth capturing.
€ Empowers authorities to take swift action against
offenders.
® Monitoring of Expenditure: Limits on election
expenditure ensure a level playing field for all
candidates.
€ Reduces undue influence of money in elections.

To further strengthen electoral integrity the Act can be
reformed to include:

® Digitization of Processes: Enhance transparency
through digital electoral rolls and online monitoring
systems.

® Electoral Reforms: Implement recommendations of
committees like the Dinesh Goswami Committee on
electoral reforms.

® Public Awareness: Educate citizens about their rights
and responsibilities in the electoral process to increase
voter turnaround.

Conclusion

The Representation of the People Act, 1951, serves
as a robust legal framework to ensure electoral integrity by
regulating the conduct of elections, curbing malpractices, and
enhancing accountability. Strengthening its implementation
and addressing emerging challenges will uphold the
democratic ethos of India.

13. Discuss the electoral reforms introduced by the
Government of India Act 1935. Critically analyse how
these reforms expanded political participation while
simultaneously maintaining colonial political restrictions.
(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about Gol 1935

® Give Electoral Reforms under the Government of
India Act 1935

® Highlight how it expanded Political Participation
® Delve into its limitations

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Government of India Act of 1935 marked a
significant development in India’s constitutional history.
Among its key features were electoral reforms that aimed to
expand political participation but retained several colonial
constraints.

® These reforms introduced the concepts of a bicameral
legislature, communal representation, and reserved
seats to accommodate various communities and
interests.
Body:
Electoral Reforms under the Government of India Act 1935:

® Introduction of Separate Electorates: The Act
continued and expanded the provision of separate
electorates for religious communities, such as Muslims,
Sikhs, and Anglo-Indians.
€ It aimed to ensure representation but ended up
deepening communal divisions.
® Reserved Seats and Weightage: Seats were reserved
for minorities and specific communities in legislatures.
@ The principle of weightage ensured minorities
were over-represented in provinces where they
were not in the majority.
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® Bicameral Central Legislature: The central legislature
became bicameral, consisting of the Federal Assembly
(lower house) and the Council of States (upper house).
€ Members were partly elected and partly
nominated, limiting the influence of the elected
representatives.
® Provincial Elections and Autonomy: Provincial
legislatures were established with larger electorates,
and elections were conducted.
Expansion of Political Participation:

The Government of India Act 1935 significantly
expanded political participation in the following ways:

® Expansion of Franchise: The electorate was expanded
to include approximately 10-12% of the Indian
population based on property qualifications, income,
and education.
€ While this was an improvement from earlier
limited franchises, it still excluded a vast majority
of the population, particularly the poor and
illiterate.
® Provincial Autonomy: Indian leaders at the provincial
level could now legislate on subjects like health,
education, and local government.
€ This provided a training ground for Indian
politicians to engage in governance.
® Women’s Representation: For the first time, separate
electorates for women were introduced, enabling
their participation in decision-making.
€ However, the franchise for women remained
limited to a small privileged section.
® Political Awareness and Party Growth: The elections
held under the Act provided a platform for political
parties like the Indian National Congress and others to
mobilize masses and enhance political consciousness.
While the Government of India Act 1935 expanded
political participation through widened electorates,
communal representation, and the establishment of provincial
autonomy, it was carefully designed to maintain colonial
dominance:

® TheBritish strategically used communal representation
to divide Indian society.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® The powers of Governors and the Governor-General,
including veto authority, ensured elected governments
remained subordinate to British interests and
undermined democratic intent of reforms.

® The limited nature of the franchise ensured that
political participation remained confined to elites,
slowing the democratization process.

Conclusion

The electoral reforms in the Government of India Act
1935 were a double-edged sword. While they expanded
political participation and provincial governance, they also
reinforced communal divisions, maintained colonial control,
and limited true democracy. Despite these drawbacks, the Act
set the stage for India’s future constitutional development
and bolstered the push for full independence.

14. “The Chairman of Rajya Sabha plays a crucial role in
maintaining federal balance through their constitutional

powers.” Discuss. (150 words)

Approach:
® |Introduce the answer by highlighting the
constitutionality of the office of Chairman
® Delve into the Role of the Chairman in Maintaining
Federal Balance

® Give Challenges in Maintaining Federal Balance

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Article 89 of the Constitution provides provision for the
Chairman (Vice-President of India), presiding over the federal
chamber of Parliament. The Rajya Sabha’s design ensures the
preservation of federalism as envisioned in the Constitution.

® The Chairman plays a pivotal role in safeguarding state
interests and maintaining the balance between the

Union and the states through their constitutional

powers.

Role of the Chairman in Maintaining Federal Balance
® Legislative Oversight on State-Centric Laws: Guides
deliberations on key federal issues, such as:
@ Article 249: When Parliament legislates on state
matters in national interest.
@ Article 312: Creating All-India Services that
impact state governance.
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® Casting Vote in Contentious Decisions: Article 100
provides the Chairman with a casting vote in case of a
tie, ensuring a fair and balanced decision.

® Preserving the Federal Character of the Rajya Sabha:
As the custodian of the Rajya Sabha’s functioning, the

Chairman ensures that debates uphold the
constitutional principle of federalism.
€ Encourages discussions on issues directly

impacting states, such as GST.
® Ensuring Neutrality and Representation: Maintains
impartiality in debates, ensuring equitable
representation of both smaller and larger states’
interests.

@ Prevents the dominance of the central
government’s narrative by enabling opposition
and state-specific concerns to be raised effectively.

® Platform for Addressing Grievances Against
Centralization: Provides a forum for states to voice
concerns on central encroachments, e.g., misuse of
Article 356 (President’s Rule).

@ Enables scrutiny of policies like centrally-
sponsored schemes, ensuring states’ fiscal and
administrative autonomy is respected.

® Crisis Management and Conflict Resolution: Acts as a
balancing figure during legislative deadlocks, ensuring
state perspectives are not overshadowed.

€ Promotes consensus-building in contentious
matters, fostering cooperative federalism.

Challenges in Maintaining Federal Balance:

® Centralization of Power: Increasing centralization of
power in areas such as taxation, law and order, and
public administration can undermine states’
autonomy, making it difficult for the Chairman to
protect the federal structure effectively.
® Political Pressures and Dominance of the Union
Government: The Chairman, though constitutionally
mandated to be impartial, often faces political
pressures, especially when a single party holds a
majority.
€ The political affiliation of the Chairman may
impact their neutrality, particularly in sensitive
matters that have federal implications.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Structural Reforms in Federal Issues: Complex federal
issues, such as inter-state water disputes, resource-
sharing, and regional disparities, require more than
procedural oversight, they demand structural reforms
that the Chairman alone cannot influence.

® Inadequate Representation of State Interests: Despite
the Chairman’s role in ensuring balanced
representation, there is still the challenge of
underrepresentation of smaller states or those with
specific regional concerns.

Conclusion:

The Chairman of the Rajya Sabha holds a pivotal role
in upholding India’s federal balance by ensuring impartial
representation and safeguarding state interests. While
their constitutional powers allow for critical interventions,
challenges like increasing centralization complicate the
effective functioning of this role. To strengthen federalism, a
more coordinated approach, involving both legislative and
structural reforms, is necessary.

15. Discuss the legal implications of bandhs in India, with
reference to landmark judicial pronouncements and
committee recommendations. Suggest measures to
balance the right to protest with the need to maintain
public order and safeguard citizens’ rights. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing about the Bandhs

® Give Legislative and Constitutional Provisions

Related to Bandhs
® Highlight the Judicial Pronouncements on Bandhs

Delve into the Committee Recommendations

® Highlight the impact of Bandhs and Suggest
Measures to Balance the Right to Protest and Public
Order

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Bandhs are aggressive forms of protest where organizers
enforce shutdowns, disrupting public life, business, and
essential services. While the Indian Constitution guarantees
certain rights related to protest under Article 19, bandhs often
conflict with these rights by infringing on citizens’ freedom of
movement, livelihood, and public order.
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Body:
Legal Framework Governing Bandhs
® Legislative Provisions: The Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act, 1984, penalizes damage to
government or public property with imprisonment and
fines.
@ Citizens or organizations can file PILs for judicial
action in such cases.
® Constitutional Provisions
€ Article 19(1)(a):
Expression

Freedom of Speech and

O Protests are
expression.
O However, under Article 19(2), this right is
subject to restrictions in the interest of public
order, decency, and morality.
€ Article 19(1)(b): Right to Assemble Peacefully
O Peaceful assemblies are constitutionally
protected but must not disrupt public order
or encroach on the rights of others.
€ Article 19(1)(c): Right to Form Associations
O  While thisright allows citizens to form unions,
the judiciary has clarified that it does not
include the right to strike or call for bandhs.

recognized as a form of

Judicial Pronouncements on Bandhs:

® Kameshwar Prasad v. State of Bihar (1962): Clarified
that the right to form associations does not inherently
include the right to strike or disrupt public order.

® Bharat Kumar K. Palicha v. State of Kerala (1997):
Declared bandhs unconstitutional, emphasizing their
coercive nature and infringement on fundamental
rights like freedom of movement and the right to trade.

® T. K. Rangarajan v. Government of Tamil Nadu (2003):
Categorically stated that the right to strike is not a
fundamental right, particularly for government
employees.

® James Martin v. State of Kerala (2004): Held that
organizers of bandhs could be held liable for damages
to public and private property.

€ Reinforced the state’s responsibility to maintain
order during protests.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® In Re: Destruction of Public & Private Properties v.
State of A.P. (2009): Recommended imposing strict
liability on organizers for damages and proposed
legislative measures for better control of protests.

Committee Recommendations

® Justice K. T. Thomas and Fali S. Nariman Committee:
Proposed videographing protests to identify offenders.
€ Advocated imposing strict liability on organizers
for damages.
Impact of Bandhs:

® Violation of Fundamental Rights Infringes on citizens’
freedom of movement and right to livelihood.
@ Affects the right to access essential services,
which is integral to Article 21.
® Economic Consequences: Losses to businesses, daily-
wage workers, and overall economic productivity.
@ Disruption of trade and industry, particularly in
urban centers.
® Threat to Public Order: Bandhs often lead to violence,
property damage, and social unrest. Creates
administrative challenges for law enforcement.
® Erosion of Democratic Principles: Coercion and
intimidation undermine the voluntary nature of
protests, diluting democratic values.
Suggestions to Balance the Right to Protest and Public
Order:

® Strengthening Legal Framework: Enact comprehensive
legislation defining permissible limits for protests.
@ Implement strict penalties for coercive or violent
protests.
® Encouraging Peaceful Protests: Promote designated
protest zones to minimize disruption.
€ Ensure mechanisms for prior intimation and
approval of protests.
® Accountability and Compensation: Make organizers
liable for damages caused during bandhs. Establish a
compensation fund to address public and private
losses.
® Public Awareness and Education: Conduct campaigns
to highlight the impact of bandhs on public life.
Encourage non-disruptive forms of protest that
respect others’ rights.
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® Dialogue and Mediation: Institutionalize platforms for
dialogue between authorities and protesters to
address grievances constructively.
Conclusion:

Bandhs, while rooted in the democratic right to protest,
ofteninfringe upon constitutional rights, disrupt public order,
and cause economic and social harm. Judicial interventions
and legislative measures have sought to mitigate these
impacts. A balanced approach ensuring accountability,
safeguarding public order, and promoting peaceful protests
can harmonize the right to dissent with the rights and welfare
of the wider population.

International Relations

16. Discuss the impact of the European Union’s evolving
trade and technology policies on India’s strategic
interests along with potential areas of collaboration and
conflict. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by highlight the significance of
European Union

® Delve into impact of the European Union’s evolving
trade and technology policies on India’s strategic
interests

® Highlight the potential areas of collaboration and
conflict

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The European Union (EU), as a major economic bloc and
aglobal leader in technology and trade, significantly influences
global geopolitics and economics. Its evolving trade and
technology policies have far-reaching implications for India,
affecting areas like bilateral trade, digital infrastructure, data
governance, and sustainability.

Body:

Impact of EU’s Evolving Trade and Technology Policies on

India’s Strategic Interests:

® Bilateral Trade and Economic Ties:
€ Opportunities: The EU is India’s third-largest

trading partner. Policy shifts like reducing trade
barriers and enhancing market access can boost
sectors such as pharmaceuticals, IT, and textiles.

@ Challenges: The EU’s stringent standards on
environment, labor, and product quality may
increase compliance costs for Indian exporters.

® Technology and Digital Sovereignty:

€ Opportunities: India’s IT sector stands to benefit
from collaborations in emerging technologies like
Al, quantum computing, and 5G.
O EU policies promoting

partnerships  can
innovation ecosystem.

@ Challenges: The EU’s strict data protection
regulations (GDPR) and digital sovereignty
policies may conflict with India’s interests in cross-
border data flows and localization.

O Restrictions on technology transfer could
hinder India’s indigenization efforts.
® Green Transition and Sustainability:

@ Opportunities: India can leverage EU’s focus on
green technology and renewable energy for clean
energy projects.

€ Challenges: The EU’s carbon border tax could
affect India’s carbon-intensive industries like steel
and cement.

O Divergences on climate
commitments may create friction.
Potential Areas of Collaboration

technology
strengthen  India’s

financing

® Digital Infrastructure Development: Partnering in
secure and interoperable digital ecosystems, including
semiconductor supply chains.

® Green Hydrogen and Renewable Energy: Co-
developing hydrogen technology, leveraging India’s
renewable energy capacity and EU’s technological
expertise.:

® Healthcare and Pharmaceutical Cooperation:
Leveraging India’s generic drug production and EU’s
research capacity for affordable healthcare solutions.

® Space Cooperation: Collaborating on satellite
development, space exploration, and applications in
disaster management and agriculture.

Potential Areas of Conflict
® Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM): Seen

as a trade barrier, impacting India’s carbon-intensive
exports like steel and cement.
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® Data and Digital Sovereignty: The EU’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) versus India’s Data
Localization Policies may lead to friction over cross-
border data flows.

® Geopolitical Divergences: While India seeks
containment, the EU maintains significant economic
ties with China, leading to potential misalignment in
Indo-Pacific strategies.

® Technology Access and Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR): EU restrictions on high-end technology transfer
and stricter IPR norms may conflict with India’s push
for indigenous development under Atma Nirbhar
Bharat.

Conclusion

The EU’s evolving trade and technology policies present
both opportunities and challenges for India’s strategic
interests. By leveraging areas of mutual interest such as
technology, climate change, and maritime security, while
addressing divergences in trade and data policies, India can
strengthen its partnership with the EU.

17. Discuss the strategic implications of India’s expanding
maritime engagement in the Indian Ocean Region. How
does this align with its regional security objectives? (250
words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing the significance of
Indian Ocean Region for India

® Delve into Strategic Implications of India’s Expanding
Maritime Engagement

® Highlight its Alignment with India’s Regional Security
Objectives

® Give the Concerns Related to India’s Maritime
Engagement

® Suggest a Way forward

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is central to India’s
maritime strategy due to its geo-economic importance,
security dynamics, and strategic location. Initiatives like
Maritime India Vision 2030 and the SAGAR (Security and
Growth for All in the Region) doctrine reflect India’s intent
to strengthen its maritime footprint.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Body:
Strategic Implications of India’s Expanding Maritime
Engagement:

® Securing Trade Routes and Economic Interests: The
Indian Ocean handles over 95% of India’s trade by
volume and 70% by value.

@ India’s reliance on foreign ships for trade exposes
it to vulnerabilities, as seen in the Red Sea crisis
where global shipping disruptions underscored
the risks.

€ Maritime infrastructure development, including
port modernization (e.g., Sagarmala Programme),
enhances India’s control over trade routes.

® Enhancing Maritime Security and Surveillance: India’s
expanding naval capabilities and partnerships improve
monitoring of sea lanes, ensuring freedom of navigation
and addressing challenges like piracy, terrorism, and
illegal fishing.

€ Initiatives such as Information Fusion Centre —
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) provide real-time
maritime domain awareness.

® BoostingBlue Economyand Sustainable Development:
India is leveraging its maritime infrastructure for
economic diversification, including coastal shipping,
fisheries, and marine tourism.

@ Programs like the Harit Sagar Initiative align
maritime growth with environmental
sustainability,  supporting India’s COP28
commitments.

® Employment Generation and Domestic Shipbuilding:
India aims to reduce dependence on foreign ships,
saving forex and boosting local shipbuilding under
Atma Nirbhar Bharat.

@ The Sagarmala Programme and initiatives like
Cochin Shipyard’s autonomous vessels create
employment opportunities and bolster the
maritime workforce.

Alignment with India’s Regional Security Objectives:

® Ensuring Maritime Sovereignty: India seeks to protect
its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and safeguard
resources from illegal exploitation.
@ Expanding naval assets, including aircraft carriers
like INS Vikrant, strengthens India’s maritime
deterrence.
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Countering China’s Maritime Influence China’s String
of Pearls strategy and its dominant position in global
shipbuilding (46.6% market share) challenge India’s
strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific.
€ India’s investments in Sabang Port (Indonesia),
Sittwe Port (Myanmar), and the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) act as
counterweights to China’s Maritime Silk Road.
€ Strengthening naval presence and developing
critical infrastructure boosts India’s influence
across chokepoints like the Strait of Malacca and
the Strait of Hormuz.
Strengthening Indo-Pacific Partnerships: India’s
maritime engagements align with its Act East Policy
and Indo-Pacific strategy, enhancing partnerships with
countries like Japan, the USA, and ASEAN nations.
€ The Quad Initiative (India, US, Japan, Australia)
focuses on promoting a free, open, and inclusive
Indo-Pacific, countering hegemonic threats.
€ India’s infrastructure investments in ports and
shipping hubs promote regional connectivity,
strengthening its leadership role.

Concerns Related to India’s Maritime Engagement:

Financing and Infrastructure Gaps: The absence of
competitive financing and ship classification as
infrastructure limits domestic shipbuilding growth.

@ High logistics costs and inefficient port operations

hinder maritime competitiveness.

Chinese Dominance: China’s aggressive maritime
expansion and economic dominance in the IOR create
strategic competition for India.
Connectivity Bottlenecks: Poor hinterland connectivity
and inadequate multimodal infrastructure impede
port efficiency.

€ Expanding collaborations with countries like the
Island Countries like Maldives and Madagascar
will ensure collective security and stability in the
region.

@ Foster deeper ties within the Quad, ensuring that
strategic infrastructure projects, security
partnerships, and multilateral initiatives are
prioritized.

Expanding Maritime Infrastructure and Connectivity:
Accelerate the development of port infrastructure,
focusing on efficiency, modern technologies, and
seamless connectivity with inland transportation.

@ This includes upgrading facilities like the
Sagarmala Programme to improve logistics and
reduce high costs.

Strengthening Domestic Shipbuilding and Innovation:
Promote innovation in domestic shipbuilding by
incentivizing the sector through competitive financing,
technology adoption, and research.

@ This will help reduce India’s reliance on foreign
ships, creating a sustainable maritime industry.

Addressing Environmental Sustainability: Align
maritime growth with India’s commitment to
sustainability by intensifying efforts to reduce carbon
emissions from the shipping industry.

Improving Maritime Security: Enhance surveillance
and monitoring capabilities to safeguard the nation’s
maritime domain.

@ Expand the Information Fusion Centre — Indian
Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) to provide real-time
intelligence to regional partners, improving
collective maritime security.

Conclusion

India’s expanding maritime engagement in the Indian

www.drishtilAS.com

Ocean Region aligns closely with its regional security
and economic objectives. By strengthening maritime
infrastructure, enhancing naval capabilities, and promoting
regional cooperation, India seeks to assert its role as a
dominant maritime power.

® Geopolitical Tensions: Conflicts in regions like the
West Asia and Middle East add complexities to India’s
maritime engagements.

Way Forward for India’s Maritime Engagement:

® Enhancing Strategic  Partnerships: Strengthen
maritime alliances with key Indo-Pacific nations to
counter China’s growing influence and secure vital
trade routes.

18. Discuss the concept of de-dollarisation and delve into
opportunities and challenges it presents for India. (150
words)
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Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about De-
dollarisation

® Give the Drivers of De-dollarisation

® Highlight the Opportunities for India in De-
dollarisation

® Delveintothe Challengesforindiain De-dollarisation’

® Suggest Steps Forward for India

® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

De-dollarisation refers to the process of reducing global

reliance on the US dollar for international trade and financial
transactions.

The US dollar accounts for 59% of global reserves and
dominates international trade and commodities like
oil, discussions on de-dollarisation have gained
momentum, especially among BRICS nations including
India.

Body:
Drivers of De-dollarisation:

Geopolitical Sanctions and Economic Coercion: The
US has used the dollar as a tool for imposing sanctions
(e.g., on Russia and Iran), restricting access to global
financial systems like SWIFT.

Shift Towards Multipolarity: The emergence of
regional powers like China, Russia, and India is driving
efforts to reduce dependence on the dollar and
establish a more balanced global economic system.
Diversification of Foreign Reserves: Central banks
worldwide are reducing dollar holdings in favor of gold
and other currencies, such as the Chinese yuan, to
hedge against economic risks.

Digital and Regional Currency Innovation: The rise of
Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) offers an
opportunity for countries to conduct international
trade without relying on the dollar.

Opportunities for India in De-dollarisation:

UPSC

Enhanced Sovereignty in Trade: Promoting rupee
invoicing can shield India from dollar-induced
vulnerabilities, such as exchange rate volatility and
geopolitical risks like sanctions.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

€ |Initiatives like the RBI’s 2022 decision to allow
rupee-based trade settlements underscore this
effort.

® Strengthening the Rupee: Reducing dollar dependence
could elevate the rupee’s role as a global trade currency,
aiding its internationalisation.

@ Greater acceptance of the rupee can boost
investor confidence and reduce India’s reliance
on foreign exchange reserves.

® Cost Savings and Economic Stability: By trading in
domestic currencies, India can lower transaction costs
and mitigate risks associated with dollar price
fluctuations in commodities like oil.
® Strategic Alliances: Collaborating with BRICS nations
and other global players to develop alternative trade
mechanisms could enhance India’s global influence in
shaping a multipolar economic order.
Challenges for India in De-dollarisation:

® Global Dollar Dominance: The dollar remains the
preferred global reserve and transaction currency due
to its liquidity, stability, and widespread acceptance.
@ Shifting from the dollar risks alienating allies and
impacting dollar-dominated trade, especially in
commodities like oil and gold.
® Geopolitical Pressures: US sanctions and tariffs could
target nations seeking alternatives, as highlighted by
former President Trump’s threats against BRICS
countries.
€ Aligning with non-dollar trade blocs like BRICS
risks India’s strategic ties with the US and other
Western economies.
® [Inadequate Infrastructure for Rupee
Internationalisation: Despite RBI efforts, the rupee
lacks the global acceptance and trust enjoyed by the
dollar.
€ Limited financial instruments and lack of global
rupee-denominated trade hubs hinder its
adoption.
® Rise of the Chinese Yuan: India’s reluctance to use the
yuan, despite its increasing role in global trade,
highlights geopolitical tensions with China.
® Economic Stability Concerns: Rapid shifts away from
the dollar could destabilise markets, disrupt trade, and
impact India’s foreign exchange reserves and debt
obligations.
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Steps Forward for India

® Promote Rupee Trade Agreements: Bilateral
agreements with trading partners, especially in South
Asia, Africa, and the Gulf, to expand rupee invoicing.
® Strengthen Domestic Currency Infrastructure: Develop
rupee-based financial instruments and global trade
hubs to enhance rupee liquidity.
@ Improve regulatory frameworks to support
seamless international rupee transactions.
® Diversify Foreign Reserves: Increase gold reserves and
invest in a broader basket of currencies to reduce
dollar exposure.
® Engage in Multilateral Collaboration: Work within
BRICS to shape alternatives like a common currency
while safeguarding India’s interests.
€ Balance participation in non-dollar trade blocs
with maintaining strategic ties with dollar-aligned
economies.
® Gradual Transition Strategy: Pursue a phased approach
to de-dollarisation, ensuring minimal disruption to
trade and economic stability.
€ Promote digital currency initiatives, such as a
bank digital currency (CBDC),
complement de-dollarisation efforts.

central to

Conclusion:

De-dollarisation offers India a pathway to enhance
trade sovereignty, reduce vulnerability to geopolitical risks,
and strengthen the rupee’s global standing. By fostering
multilateral cooperation, strengthening domestic currency
infrastructure, and pursuing gradual transitions, India can
seize the opportunities of de-dollarisation while mitigating
its risks.

Social Justice

19. Analyze the role of public-private partnerships in
improving the quality and accessibility of social sector
services. What governance mechanisms can ensure
accountability and prevent the commodification of
essential services? (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by highlight the strength of
PPP in delivering social sector services
® Give Role of PPPs in Improving Social Sector Services

Delve into the Challenges Associated with PPPs:

® Suggest Governance Mechanisms to Ensure

Accountability

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) have emerged as a
significant tool for enhancing the quality and accessibility
of social sector services such as health, education, and
sanitation.

® By leveraging the strengths of both sectors—efficiency
and innovation of the private sector, along with the
social mandate of the public sector—PPPs aim to
address resource gaps and service delivery challenges.
Body
Role of PPPs in Improving Social Sector Services:
® Bridging Resource Gaps: PPPs bring in private
investment, alleviating budgetary constraints on
governments.

€@ Example: Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY) under Ayushman Bharat leverages
private hospital networks to expand healthcare
access.

® Enhancing Efficiency and Innovation: Private sector
expertise fosters innovation in service delivery and
technology adoption.

@ Example: The National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) collaborates with private
entities to provide skill training.

® Improving Quality of Services: PPPs enable the
introduction of global best practices and quality
standards.

¢ Example: Model Schools Scheme in various states
involves private entities in managing government
school operations.

® Expanding Accessibility: PPPs extend service coverage
to underserved regions, especially rural and remote
areas.
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€ Example: The Common Service Centres scheme
under the Digital India initiative is a classic
example of PPP aimed at delivering e-governance
services to rural and remote areas.
Challenges Associated with PPPs:

® Accountability Issues: The profit motive may lead to
cost-cutting at the expense of service quality.
€@ Example: Instances of denial of services under
Ayushman Bharat by private hospitals citing
payment delays amid insufficientfund allocations
® Equity and Inclusivity Concerns: Private players may
prioritize areas with higher returns, neglecting
marginalized or remote regions where service delivery
is most needed.
€ Example: In the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana
(RSBY), many private health facilities avoided
setting up operations in tribal and rural areas due
to low profit margins.
® Risk of Service Discontinuity: If private players exit
prematurely due to financial issues or disagreements,
essential services may be disrupted.
€ Example:The Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway,
developed under a PPP model, faced issues when
the private operator threatened to withdraw over
toll collection disputes
® Contractual Imbalance: Governments often lack the
capacity to draft and negotiate equitable contracts,
resulting in terms favoring private entities at the
expense of public interests.
Governance Mechanisms to Ensure Accountability

® Robust Regulatory Frameworks: Clear contracts with
performance  benchmarks, grievance redressal
mechanisms, and financial transparency.

® Independent Oversight Bodies: Establish independent
regulators to oversee compliance and resolve disputes
like TRAI (Telecom Regulatory Authority of India) that
effectively balances public and private interests in the
telecom sector.

® Social Audits and Community Participation: Regular
audits to evaluate the impact of PPP projects on
accessibility and quality in lines with social audits
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) that has
improved transparency and accountability.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Subsidy Models for Equity: Introduce government-
funded subsidies to ensure essential services remain
affordable.
® Periodic Evaluation and Renegotiation: Review
contracts periodically to align with emerging challenges
and prevent long-term exploitation.
Conclusion

Public-Private Partnerships hold immense potential to
revolutionize social sector services by improving quality,
efficiency, and reach. However, to ensure that the benefits
of PPPs are equitably distributed, robust governance
mechanisms must be in place to prevent exploitation and
commodification of essential services.

20. “Social justice without economic justice is incomplete.”
In light of this statement, examine how India’s affirmative
action policies have addressed both dimensions of

justice. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting the relation
between Social justice and economic justice
® Give Key Policies Addressing Both Social and
Economic Justice Simultaneously

® Cite the Challenges and Suggest a Way Forward

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Social justice and economic justice are deeply
interconnected dimensions of equity. Social justice ensures
equality in social structures and representation, while
economic justice focuses on equitable access to resources
and opportunities for livelihood.

® The affirmative action policies in India aim to bridge
these dimensions simultaneously by addressing
historical discrimination while uplifting marginalized
sections economically.
Key Policies Addressing Both Social and Economic Justice
Simultaneously:
® Reservation Policies in Education and Employment:

Articles 15(4) and 16(4) empower the state to provide

reservations for socially and educationally backward

classes in public institutions and employment.
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UPSC

@ Social Justice: Reservations in public sector jobs
and higher education institutions ensure
representation for SCs, STs, and OBCs in decision-
making roles.

€ Economic Justice: Access to stable government
jobs and quality education leads to economic
upliftment of these communities.

€ Also, Implementation of the Post Matric
Scholarship for SC/ST Students has supported
millions in pursuing higher education, directly
leading to better job opportunities.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): Article 41 directs the state
to ensure the right to work as part of the Directive
Principles of State Policy.

@ Social Justice: Provides equal employment
opportunities to socially marginalized groups,
especially Dalits, Adivasis, and women.

€ Economic Justice: Guarantees 100 days of wage
employment per year, providing financial stability.

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY): Promotes
social and economic equality as envisaged in the
Preamble and Directive Principles. Over 54 crore
accounts have been opened under this.

@ Social Justice: Brings marginalized sections into
the formal financial system, reducing financial
exclusion.

€ Economic Justice: Facilitates savings, credit
access, and direct benefit transfers (JAM Trinity),
providing economic security.

Stand-Up India Scheme: Promotes equality of
opportunity under Article 16 while addressing
historical exclusion. As of 2023, the scheme has
sanctioned over 40,000 crore in loans.

€ Social Justice: Targets women and SC/ST
entrepreneurs, providing them opportunities for
social mobility.

€ Economic Justice: Offers loans of X10 lakh to X1
crore for setting up businesses, ensuring economic
empowerment.

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006:
Article 46 obliges the state to promote the interests of
SCs, STs, and weaker sections.

@ Social Justice: Recognizes tribal communities’
rights over forest land, addressing historical
marginalization.

@ Economic Justice: Secures livelihoods by enabling
sustainable use of forest resources and access to
land for farming.

® Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY): Promotes living

standards as part of the right to an adequate standard
of living under Article 21. Over 3 crore houses are
constructed under PMAY.

@ Social Justice: Provides housing to the urban and
rural poor, reducing homelessness and improving
dignity. Having houses registered in the name of
women contributes significantly to women’s
empowerment.

€ Economic Justice: Ensures property ownership, a
critical economic asset that improves financial
security.

Ayushman Bharat — Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY): Upholds the right to health under Article 21
and the Directive Principles for public health. Over 36
crore beneficiaries have been verified under AB PM-
JAY.

@ Social Justice: Provides healthcare access to
socially disadvantaged groups, reducing
disparities.

@ Economic Justice: it aims to provide health
insurance plan of upto Rs. 5 lakh annually per
family for secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation

Challenges in Bridging Social and Economic Justice:
® Exclusion of Marginalized Communities from Policy

Benefits: Certain communities, such as Denotified
Tribes (DNTs) and Nomadic Tribes, often fall outside
the purview of reservation benefits due to lack of
recognition.

Implementation Gaps in Affirmative Action Schemes:

Corruption, inefficiency, and leakages in welfare

delivery dilute the intended impact of policies.

@ For instance, CAG’s Performance Audit of
Ayushman Bharat revealed that more than 7 lakh
beneficiaries were linked to a single mobile
number.
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® Stigma and Societal Discrimination:  Social

discrimination based on caste, tribe, and gender
persists despite legal safeguards, limiting the full
realization of justice.
€ India’s Global Gender Gap Index 2024 ranking
slipped to 129th out of 146 countries, reflecting
ongoing challenges in achieving gender parity.
Limited Awareness Among Beneficiaries: Many
intended beneficiaries are unaware of their rights or
the existence of government schemes.
€ This limits participation and perpetuates socio-
economic exclusion.

Way Forward:
® Strengthening Delivery Mechanisms: Leverage

technology for direct benefit transfers (DBT) to
minimize corruption and ensure funds reach
beneficiaries without delays.

Expanding Inclusivity Identify and recognize
marginalized groups like Denotified and Nomadic
Tribes and include them in affirmative action policies.
Enhancing Awareness and Outreach: Conduct targeted
campaigns in regional languages to educate
marginalized groups about their rights and the
availability of schemes.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Addressing Regional Disparities: Focus on
infrastructure development in backward regions to
improve access to social and economic benefits.

@ The Aspirational Districts Program (ADP) can be
replicated to cover tribal-dominated regions
with a focus on housing, healthcare, and
employment.

® Monitoring and Evaluation of Policies: Establish
independent monitoring bodies to evaluate the efficacy

of affirmative action policies and recommend mid-

course corrections.

€ The SECC (Socio-Economic and Caste Census) can
be periodically updated to ensure real-time
tracking of the socio-economic conditions of
beneficiaries.

Conclusion:

While India’s affirmative action policies have made
strides in addressing social and economic disparities, their
effectiveness is hampered by challenges like regional
disparities, lack of inclusivity, and implementation gaps.
Addressing these challenges with data-driven strategies,
enhanced governance, and targeted outreach can ensure
that social and economic justice evolve as complementary
pillars of an equitable society.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy

21. Evaluate the economic impact of GST implementation
on small and medium enterprises in India. What
strategies can be adopted to further simplify the GST
framework to better support their growth and
sustainability? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by highlighting significance of GST as well
as SMEs
® Give Positive and Negative Impact of GST on SMEs

® Suggest Strategies to Simplify the GST Framework
for SMEs

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

The GST, introduced through the 101st Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2016, streamlined India’s indirect tax
system, creating a unified market. As small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) drive India’s manufacturing, employment,
and exports, assessing GST’s impact on them is vital for
sustained economic growth.

Economic Impact of GST on SMEs:

® Positive Impacts:

*

UPSC
Mains
Test Series
2025

Lower Logistics Costs: By abolishing entry taxes at
state borders, GST reduces logistics costs and
truck travel time by up to 30%, enabling faster
delivery.

O Example: SMEs transporting goods across
states now save on toll taxes, boosting
supply chain efficiency.

Unified Market: GST facilitated interstate trade by

eliminating varied state-level taxes. SMEs can

now access national markets at lower costs.

O Example: A textile SME in Maharashtra can
now seamlessly trade with northern states
without incurring high interstate tax burdens.

Digital Compliance and Transparency: The

mandatory digital record-keeping under GST

formalized many informal SMEs, increasing their
access to credit and government schemes.

*

O Example: SMEs with GST compliance records
can leverage tools like PSB Loans in 59
Minutes for easy credit access.

Improved Export Competitiveness:  GST

eliminates cascading taxes and ensures timely

refunds of input taxes under schemes like the

Export Promotion Scheme, enhancing the global

competitiveness of SMEs.

O Example: A small garment exporter from
Tiruppur benefits from a smoother refund
process, enabling reinvestmentin production.

® Negative Impacts:

*

Compliance Burden: SMEs face challenges in
adapting to GST’s complex filing requirements,
such as monthly and annual returns.

O A large number of small businesses found
GST compliance a significant challenge due
to insufficient digital literacy.

Increased Working Capital Requirements: GST

mandates payment of tax at the time of supply,

leading to cash flow disruptions for SMEs
awaiting payment from buyers.

O Delayed refunds under GST Input Tax Credit
(ITC) provisions aggravate liquidity issues for
exporters, impacting SMEs heavily reliant on
overseas markets.

Uneven Playing Field with Larger Companies:

Larger corporations are better equipped to

handle compliance and pass on benefits of input

tax credits, while SMEs often lose competitiveness.

O In industries like textiles and handlooms,
smaller players face higher effective tax
burdens due to poor credit utilization
compared to corporations.

E-Way Bill Challenges: SMEs involved in logistics

and supply chains face penalties and delays due

to errors or non-compliance with the e-Way Bill
system.

O Many SMEs reported delays in shipments
due to technical issues in generating e-Way
Bills.
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Strategies to Simplify the GST Framework for SMEs:

® Expand the Composition Scheme: Increase the
turnover threshold for eligibility under the
Composition Scheme from X1.5 crore to X3 crore,
enabling more SMEs to pay lower taxes.

@ Extend coverage to service-oriented SMEs,
enhancing their competitiveness.

® Faster ITC Refunds: Streamline refund mechanisms
with fixed timelines (e.g., 7 days) to address liquidity
concerns. Automated ITC claims to avoid delays caused
by supplier non-compliance.

® Digital Training and Infrastructure: Launch
government-backed GST literacy programs to equip
SMEs with technical skills for compliance.

€ Subsidize digital tools and software to enhance
accessibility for smaller enterprises.

® Sector-Specific Relief Measures: Reduce GST rates for
SME-dominated sectors like textiles, food processing,
and handicrafts to boost their profitability.

® Strengthen Grievance Redressal: Set up dedicated
SME help desks for GST-related queries, ensuring
prompt resolution.

Conclusion

The implementation of GST has had a mixed impact
on SMEs. While it reduced the tax burden, enhanced
transparency, and created a unified market, challenges like
compliance complexities and liquidity constraints persist.
Addressing these issues through simplified procedures, digital
inclusion, and sector-specific incentives will empower SMEs
to thrive in a competitive economic environment.

22. What is the relationship between e-commerce growth
and the required investment in logistics infrastructure
and last-mile delivery capabilities?. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing the growth of
E-commerce and need for logistical infrastructure
® Delve
Growth and Logistics Investments

into the Relation Between E-Commerce

® Suggest Required Interventions for Sustainable

Logistics Development

® Conclude suitably.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Introduction

India’s e-commerce sector is projected to reach USD 350
billion by 2030, driven by digital advancements and evolving
consumer preferences. This growth underscores the critical
need for significant investments in logistics infrastructure
and last-mile delivery systems to ensure seamless operations
and equitable access.

Body:
Relation Between E-Commerce Growth and Logistics
Investments:
® Expanding E-Commerce Demand:

€ Volume Growth: Rising online transactions and
increasing consumer reliance on platforms
necessitate efficient logistics networks (e.g., 65.7
billion UPI transactions in 2023, as per the India
Digital Payments Report).
Geographical Diversity: Penetration into Tier 2,
Tier 3 cities, and rural areas demands
infrastructure upgrades for accessibility (e.g.,
Meesho’s growth in smaller cities through social
commerce).
Quick Commerce Trend: Consumer preference
for faster delivery services, such as same-day or
within-hours delivery (e.g., Zepto and Blinkit),
requires innovative last-mile solutions.
® Logistics Infrastructure:

€ Warehousing Needs: Strategic warehouse
development, with automation for inventory
management, is essential to meet rising demand
(e.g., Amazon’s fulfillment centers in multiple
states).

€ Multimodal Hubs: Integration of road, rail, air,
and waterways reduces transit time and costs
(e.g., the government’s National Logistics Policy
2022 targets multimodal hubs).

® Last-Mile Delivery:

@ CostImplications: Last-mile delivery costs account
for up to 53% of total shipping expenses,
especially in rural and congested urban areas.

@ Technology Integration:  Al-driven  route
optimization and real-time tracking are crucial for
efficiency (e.g., Flipkart using Al tools for delivery
predictions).
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€ Environmental Challenges: Rising e-commerce

volumes contribute to carbon emissions and

packaging waste (e.g., quick-commerce packaging

waste from services like Zomato using petrol

bikes for deliveries despite promoting 100%

green deliveries)

Required Interventions
Development

for Sustainable Logistics
® Infrastructure Development:
€ Warehouses and Logistics Parks: Establishing
multimodal logistics hubs reduces costs and
ensures efficient operations (e.g., National
Logistics Policy’s focus on developing such hubs).
€ Rural Logistics Startups: Supporting startups
focused on rural last-mile delivery bridges gaps
and promotes local entrepreneurship (e.g.,
Delhivery’s rural expansion model).
® Technological Integration:
€ Al and Blockchain: Predictive analytics for route
management and blockchain for counterfeit
prevention improve logistics efficiency (e.g., RFID
tags to enhance tracking transparency).
€ Sustainability Technologies: Electric vehicles for
delivery and recyclable packaging materials
reduce environmental impact (e.g., EV integration
in Amazon’s logistics fleet).
® Government Support:
€ Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC):
Enables small retailers and MSMEs to compete in
the e-commerce space, especially in underserved
regions.
€ FDI in Logistics: Encourages private investments
in transport and warehousing infrastructure.
® Social and Environmental Responsibility:
€ Worker Welfare: Comprehensive social security
measures for gig workers, including health
insurance and minimum wage, can address labor
concerns Sustainable Practices: Green
certifications for eco-friendly operations and
carbon-neutral delivery initiatives promote
environmental responsibility (e.g., Flipkart’s
initiative for plastic-free packaging).

Conclusion

The exponential growth of e-commerce in India is
intricately tied to investments in logistics infrastructure
and last-mile delivery capabilities. Addressing these
challenges through technology, government interventions,
and sustainable practices will ensure that e-commerce
continues to thrive while remaining inclusive, efficient, and
environmentally responsible.

Science and Technology

23. Analyze the strategic significance of technological
indigenization for India’s and economic sovereignty, with
reference to recent developments in this area. (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce by defining Technological indigenization
® Delve into Strategic Significance of Technological
Indigenization
® Give Challenges in
Indigenization

Achieving Technological

® Suggest a way forward
® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Technological indigenization involves the development,
adaptation, and production of technologies domestically,
reducing reliance on imports. It is essential for India’s
economic sovereignty, which is rooted in strategic autonomy,
robust national security, and a self-reliant economy.

Body
Strategic Significance of Technological Indigenization:
® Strategic Autonomy and National Security
€ Reduced Dependency on Imports: Indigenization
minimizes reliance on foreign suppliers in critical
sectors like defense, energy, and
telecommunications.
O Example: Indigenous missiles like Agni and
Prithvi under the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Program (IGMDP) bolster
India’s defense capabilities.
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€ Mitigating Geopolitical Risks: By reducing
exposure to foreign control over critical
technologies, indigenization ensures that national
security is not compromised during geopolitical
tensions.

O Example: The indigenization of fighter jets
like Tejas and submarines like INS Arihant
strengthens defense preparedness.

® Economic Sovereignty

€ Boosting Domestic Industries: Local production
of technologies fosters industrial growth and job
creation.

O Example: Electronics manufacturing, a key
sector under “Make in India,” has seen
growth, reducing imports.

€ Savings on Import Bills: By developing indigenous
capabilities, India can curb outflows of foreign
exchange and support its trade balance.

O Example: Indian scientists have indigenously
developed highly stable, low-cost Carbon-
based perovskite solar cells with superior
thermal and moisture stability

® Fostering Innovation and Technological Sovereignty
€ Promoting R&D: Indigenous technology
development  encourages research and
innovation, enabling India to build a competitive
edge in global markets.

O Example: India’s R&D achievements in space
through Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya-L1
missions highlight technological
advancement.

€ Economic Resilience: Indigenous technologies
help insulate India from supply chain disruptions
causedbyglobalevents,suchasthesemiconductor
shortage during the Covid-19 pandemic and
recent Red Sea Crisis.

@ Healthcare Leap: Development of India’s first
indigenous Covid-19 vaccine, Covaxin, showcased
the nation’s self-reliance in biotechnology.

O Advances in indigenous medical devices and
nano-vaccines are reducing import
dependency in healthcare.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

& Digital and IT Technologies: Development of
Bharat Operating System Solutions (BOSS) as a
domestic alternative to foreign operating systems
ensures  cybersecurity and  technological
sovereignty.

O Leap in Unified Payment Interface, Aadhar
are paving the way for India’s digital
leadership.

Challenges in Achieving Technological Indigenization

® R&D Investment Deficit: India spends only 0.7% of
GDP on R&D, significantly lower than countries like the
US (2.8%) and China (2.2%).

® Skill Shortages: India is projected to confront a
potential skill deficit of 30-32 million people by the
end of fiscal 2025 especially in cutting-edge sectors like
Al, semiconductors, and biotechnology hampers
progress.

® Dependence on Critical Imports: High reliance on
foreign-made components such as semiconductors
limits self-reliance. ( India imports 95% of its
semiconductors from countries like China, Taiwan,
South Korea, and Singapore)

® Policy and Ecosystem Gaps: Weak linkages between
academia, industry, and government slow down
innovation and technology transfer.

Way Forward

® Increased R&D Investments: Raise R&D spending to at
least 2% of GDP, with a focus on cutting-edge
technologies.

® Skill Development Initiatives: Upskilling programs in
emerging fields like Al, renewable energy, and quantum
computing should be prioritized under initiatives like
Skill India.

® Strengthen Public-Private Collaboration: Promote
partnerships between academia, research institutions,
and industries to accelerate innovation.

® Focus on Semiconductor Manufacturing: Investments
under the Semiconductor Mission must be targeted
towards advanced nodes (below 10nm) to remain
competitive in cutting-edge technologies like Al,
quantum computing, and 5G.

® Sector-Specific Policies: Develop targeted policies for
critical sectors such as space, defense, healthcare, and
agriculture to incentivize indigenous technology
adoption.
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Conclusion

Technological indigenization is central to India’s
economic sovereignty and strategic autonomy. With
sustained efforts, indigenization will not only bolster India’s
national security but also drive innovation, industrial growth,
and global competitiveness, cementing its position as a
resilient and self-reliant economy.

24. Evaluate the potential of nanotechnology in enhancing
India’s defense and strategic capabilities. (150 words)

Approach:

the about

Nanotechnology

® Introduce answer by briefing
® Give potential of nanotechnology in enhancing
India’s defense and strategic capabilities

® Delve into the challenges and suggest a way forward

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

Nanotechnology, the manipulation of materials at an
atomic or molecular scale, offers transformative potential
in the field of defense and strategic applications. By enabling
advancements in materials science, sensors, communication
systems, and energy storage, nanotechnology can enhance
India’s defense capabilities and address existing challenges.

Body:
Potential of Nanotechnology in Enhancing India’s Defense
and Strategic Capabilities:

® Strengthening Defense Materials and Armor:
Development of lightweight, durable, and high-
strength materials for combat vehicles, aircraft, and
soldier gear.
€ Example:DMSRDE in Kanpur has developed
India’s lightest bulletproof jacket, offering
protection against the highest threat level 6 as
per BIS standards.
® Enhanced Surveillance and Reconnaissance:
Nanotechnology-enabled sensors and cameras
improve the detection of enemy movements and
activities, even in challenging environments.
€ Example: Nano-drones equipped with advanced
imaging sensors are being explored for real-time
surveillance in border areas.

® Precision-Guided Weapons: Nano-engineered
materials enhance the precision and lethality of
missiles and artillery systems.
€ Example: Nanothermites, which produce intense
energy bursts, are being researched globally for
use in advanced missile systems.
® Improved Camouflage and Stealth Technologies:
Nano-coatings and metamaterials reduce radar
visibility and thermal signatures, improving stealth in
combat operations.
® Enhanced Energy and Power Systems: Nano-
engineered batteries and supercapacitors improve the
efficiency and durability of energy systems in defense
applications.
€ Example: Nanotechnology in lithium-sulfur
batteries is being explored for drones and electric
combat vehicles to ensure longer operational
lifespans.
® Secure Communication and Quantum Technologies:
Nano-photonics and quantum dot technologies can
improve the security and speed of military
communication networks.
Challenges in Leveraging Nanotechnology:

® High Costs of Research and Development: Limited
funding for advanced nanotech defense projects.

® Dependency on Imports: Insufficient
production of critical nanomaterials.

® Ethical and Security Concerns: Dual-use technologies
pose risks of proliferation to non-state actors.

domestic

Way Forward:
® Establish dedicated nanotechnology centers under
DRDO for defense applications.
® Increase budget allocation to nanotech research in the
defense sector.
® Promote collaborations with global leaders in
nanotechnology, such as the US and Japan, for
technology transfers.
® Enhance skill development programs to build a
workforce adept in nanotechnology applications.
Conclusion
Nanotechnology holds immense potential to
revolutionize India’s defense and strategic capabilities.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

UPSC
Mains
Test Series

2025 Courses

SCAT\I M.E SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module >
Course

Drishti

Learning >

App

’"n,,Lh

Y s L
SCAN ME SCAN ME

www.drishtilAS.com




www.drishtilAS.com

By investing in indigenous R&D, fostering public-private
partnerships, and addressing skill gaps, India can harness
nanotechnology to strengthen national security.

Biodiversity and Environment

25. “Banning single-use plastics is not enough to solve the
plastic pollution crisis.” Discuss this statement with
alternative strategies for sustainable plastic management

in India. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing the plastic pollution
issue in India

® Delve into why Banning Single-Use Plastics Alone is
Insufficient

® Give Alternative Strategies for Sustainable Plastic
Management

® Conclude suitably linking with SDGs.

Introduction:

India generates approximately 4 million tonnes of
plastic waste annually, with only 25% recycled or treated.
Single-use plastics (SUPs) contribute to this problem but form
only a fraction of the total plastic waste.

® Despite the ban on SUPs (Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2021), systemic issues in plastic production,
recycling, and disposal persist, necessitating a multi-
pronged approach to effectively tackle the plastic
pollution crisis.
Body:
Why Banning Single-Use Plastics Alone is Insufficient:

® Limited Impact on Overall Plastic Waste: SUPs
constitute a minor portion of India’s total plastic waste.
@ Larger contributors, such as multi-layered plastics
(MLP) and e-commerce packaging, remain
unaddressed.
® Ineffective Enforcement: The ban on SUPs (Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2022) is inconsistently
implemented across states, with regulatory and
monitoring gaps.
® Recycling Challenges: Recycling as a larger challenge
persists. Only 60% of the total collected plastic waste
is recycled in India due to technological and
infrastructural deficits,

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

@ Also, this recycling is often done inefficiently in
the informal sector.
® Malpractices in EPR System: Fraudulent certificates
under the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
system undermine its efficacy (3.7 million tonnes of
certificates generated in 2022-23, around 6 lakh being
fraudulent).
Alternative Strategies for Sustainable Plastic Management:
® Circular Economy Approach
€ Promote Design for Recyclability: Encourage
producers to design products that are easier to
recycle.
Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs): Establish
centralized waste segregation and processing
hubs in urban areas (currently missing in many
municipalities).
Incentivize Recycled Plastics: Provide tax benefits
for manufacturers using recycled content to close
the consumption loop.
® Technological Innovations
@ Advanced Recycling Technologies: Invest in
pyrolysis and gasification plants to handle MLPs
and non-recyclable plastics (India lacks such
technologies on a large scale).
loT and Al Solutions: Deploy loT-enabled smart
bins to optimize waste collection routes. Use Al
for automated waste sorting.
® Strengthening Policy and Enforcement
@ Graded EPR Fees: Impose higher fees on harder-
to-recycle plastics to discourage their use.
€ Mandatory Plastic Footprint Audits: Require
companies to disclose annual plastic use and
recycling rates (potential material value loss:
USD 133 billion by 2030, per FICCI).
® Promoting Sustainable Alternatives
@ Biodegradable Plastics: Develop compostable
plastics suited to Indian environmental conditions
(current standards are unclear).
Eco-Friendly Materials: Scale up bagasse-based
and algae-based materials (e.g., algae-blended
EVA, which also addresses carbon and water
pollutants).
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® Public Awareness and Capacity Building Body:
@ Educational Campaigns: Integrate  waste | Significance of Forests for India
management into school curricula to build
awareness from an early age.
€ Community Workshops: Train citizens in waste
segregation and recycling practices to address
challenges like mosquito breeding due to stagnant
waste.

® Ecological Balance

@ Carbon Sequestration: Forests serve as vital
carbon sinks, with India’s forest carbon stock
estimated at 7,285.5 million tonnes, helping
mitigate climate change and supporting India’s
Paris Agreement commitments.

€ Biodiversity Hotspots: With 7% of global flora
and 6.5% of global fauna, India’s forests are home
to diverse ecosystems.

€ Support Startups: Fund innovative waste
management businesses (e.g., Thiagarajar
College of Engineering’s patented plastic-to-

construction-material technology).
O For instance, northeastern states like

Arunachal Pradesh host endemic species
such as the Namdapha flying squirrel.

Conclusion:

Banning single-use plastics is important, but India needs
a holistic strategy involving circular economy principles,

advanced waste management, and public awareness. ¢ Water Regulation: Forests sustain watersheds,
This approach aligns with SDGs: SDG 12 (Responsible recharge groundwater, and regulate river flows,
Consumption and Production), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), essential for agriculture and drinking water
SDG 15 (Life on Land), and SDG 3 (Good Health and Well- security.

Being), promoting sustainability and a cleaner future. € Mangroves as Coastal Buffers: Mangrove forests,
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® Socio-Economic Development

Approach: subsistence.

® Introduce the answer by highlighting the forest cover | O Programs like Van Dhan Vikas Kendra and
in India as per India State of Forest Report (ISFR) the Forest Rights Act enhance their income
2023 and ensure equitable benefits.

® Give Significance of Forests for India (Ecological, @ Economic Contributions: Forest-based industries
Economic and Cultural) such as paper, timber, and NTFPs significantly

® Delve into key challenges associated with Forest contribute to rural and national economies.
Ecosystem in India O Initiatives like Tendu Patta collection in

Madhya Pradesh highlight their potential.

O Percentage of forest cover highest in
Lakshadweep (91.33%) and Mizoram

® Suggest a Way Forward

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction: (85.34%) significantly contributing to their
Forests play a dual role in India by ensuring ecological economy.
balance and driving socio-economic progress. As per the @ Ecosystem Services: Forests provide air

India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023, forests and tree cover
constitute 25.17% of India’s geographical area, reflecting their
critical importance in sustainable development.

purification, soil fertility improvement, and
pollination services valued at trillions of rupees
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O The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity (TEEB) initiative has reshaped
forest management policies to value these
services.

Cultural and Spiritual Significance: Sacred groves,
revered by indigenous communities, protect native
biodiversity and foster conservation ethics.
€ |Initiatives under the Biological Diversity Act have
brought greater recognition to these areas.

Key Challenges:

Mangrove Decline: ISFR 2023 notes a net decrease of
7.43 km?, signaling an urgent need for restoration.
€ Gujarat recorded the largest decrease, while
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra registered
marginal gains.
Deforestation and Forest Degradation: Expanding
agricultural land, mining, and infrastructure projects
like the Ken-Betwa river linking threaten forest
ecosystems.
€ ISFR 2023 reports a decrease in dense forests,
highlighting an alarming trend.
Human-Wildlife Conflicts: Shrinking forest habitats
exacerbate human-animal conflicts, causing significant
loss of life and property.
€ For example, annual conflicts lead to over 500
human and 100 elephant deaths.
Climate Change Impacts: Increased forest fires, pest
outbreaks, and biodiversity loss due to altered
precipitation and rising temperatures.
€ The Uttarakhand forest fires of 2024 underscore
the urgency of climate-adaptive forest
management.
Invasive Species: Proliferation of species like Lantana
camara and Senna spectabilis disrupts native
biodiversity, particularly in the Western Ghats and
tiger reserves like Mudumalai.
Monoculture Plantations: Afforestation drives often
prioritize monocultures, undermining biodiversity and
ecosystem resilience.

Way Forward
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Technological Advancements: Leverage remote
sensing, drones, and Al for forest monitoring, fire
management, and afforestation tracking.
Community-Centric Approaches: Strengthen Joint
Forest Management (JFM) programs and empower
local communities through sustainable forest-based
livelihoods. (Mendha Lekha initiative in Maharashtra)
Restoration of Degraded Forests: Expand ecological
restoration programs, emphasizing assisted natural
regeneration over monoculture plantations.
@ Focus on wildlife corridor restoration, such as the
Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong corridor.
Policy and Legislative Reforms: Address loopholes in
the Forest Conservation Act and ensure strict
enforcement.
@ Develop comprehensive national policies for
wildlife corridors and eco-sensitive zones.

Conclusion:

and

|27

Forests, as ecological assets, hold the key to a resilient
inclusive future. By addressing key challenges with

innovative policies, technology, and community involvement,
India can strengthen its forest ecosystem and meet its climate
and development goals.

Disaster Management

Examine the intersection of sustainable development
goals and the Sendai Framework. How can integrated
approaches to disaster risk reduction contribute to
broader socio-economic development? (250 words)

Approach:

Introduce the answer by briefing the intersection of
Sustainable Development Goals and Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

Highlight the Interlinkages Between SDGs and the
Sendai Framework

Delve into the Integrated Approaches to Disaster
Risk Reduction and Socio-Economic Development
Suggest Measures to Further Integrate Sustainable
Development Goals and the Sendai Framework

Conclude suitably.
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Introduction

Disasters pose asignificant threat to developmental gains,

disproportionately affecting the vulnerable and undermining
sustainability efforts. The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) aim to address these vulnerabilities, while the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015-2030
offers a structured roadmap to mitigate disaster risks.

Body:

Interl
[ ]

inkages Between SDGs and the Sendai Framework:
Shared Objectives:
@ Both frameworks prioritize risk reduction,
resilience, and inclusivity. For instance:

O SDG 1 (No Poverty) aligns with SFDRR’s
emphasis on reducing disaster-related
losses.

SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities)
directly corresponds to SFDRR’s focus on
disaster-resilient infrastructure.

Example: India’s Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
incorporates disaster-resilient housing for low-
income households, meeting SDG and SFDRR
goals.

Converging Principles:

€ Risk-sensitive planning, community
empowerment, and environmental sustainability
are core principles of both frameworks.

Example: Japan’s integration of disaster
resilience into urban planning advances SDG 11
and SFDRR’s goal of reducing urban vulnerabilities.

Integrated Approaches to Disaster Risk Reduction and

Socio-

UPSC
Mains

Economic Development:

Understanding Disaster Risk Systematic risk
assessment enables effective policy-making and
efficient resource utilization.
€ Bangladesh’s Cyclone Preparedness Program,
rooted in detailed risk analysis, has significantly
reduced cyclone-related deaths, fostering socio-
economic stability in coastal areas.
Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance: Strong
institutions and participatory governance ensure
effective implementation of DRR strategies.

€ Example: Kerala’s decentralized disaster
governance framework enabled rapid response
and recovery during floods, promoting adaptive
capacity and aligning with SDG 16 (Peace, Justice,
and Strong Institutions).

Investing in Resilience: Financial investments in

disaster-resilient infrastructure, agriculture, and

energy reduce vulnerabilities and promote economic

stability.

¢ Example: Vietnam’s mangrove restoration
project safeguards coastal communities from
typhoons while enhancing fisheries and
biodiversity (SDG 15).

Enhancing Preparedness and Building Back Better:

Post-disaster recovery should not only restore but also

improve upon pre-disaster conditions.

€ Example: After the 2004 Tsunami, Aceh Province
in Indonesia integrated sustainable agriculture
and eco-friendly housing in its rebuilding efforts,
promoting long-term development aligned with
SDG 13 (Climate Action).

Measures to Further Integrate Sustainable Development
Goals and the Sendai Framework:

Mainstream Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) into
Development Policies: Embed DRR principles into
national and regional development plans to ensure
alighment with SDG targets.
Capacity Building and Local Empowerment: Train local
governments and communities to assess risks and
implement mitigation strategies.

€ Expand community-based disaster management

programs, particularly in vulnerable regions.

Strengthen Data and Technology Integration: Develop
robust early warning systems through advanced
technology like Al, loT, and GIS mapping.

@ Ensure open access to risk data for better

decision-making by policymakers and
communities.
Leverage Global Partnerships: Collaborate

internationally with countries like Japan to share best
practices, resources, and technologies.
€ Tap into global initiatives like the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) to
enhance adaptive capacities.
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® Incentivize Sustainable Practices Post-Disasters: Link
rebuilding projects to sustainability goals, such as
renewable energy adoption or eco-friendly urban
designs.
€ Use green bonds to fund post-disaster recovery
efforts that align with SDGs like SDG 7 (Affordable
and Clean Energy).
Conclusion:

Integrating the SDGs and the Sendai Framework
ensures that disaster risk reduction becomes a cornerstone
of sustainable development. By adopting a multi-sectoral
approach, enhancing community resilience, and fostering
innovative solutions, countries can reduce vulnerabilities,
safeguard developmental gains, and create inclusive, disaster-
resilient societies.

28. Differentiate between Hazard, Vulnerability, and Risk in
the context of disaster management, and explain their
interrelationship with suitable examples. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduction the answer by highlight the significance
of recognizing distinction in hazard, vulnerability,
and risk

® Define Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk and its their
with examples

® Show the interlinkage between the three with
suitable example

® Conclude suitably

Introduction

In disaster management, recognizing distinction in
hazard, vulnerability, and risk is essential for developing
effective mitigation and response strategies. These concepts
are interconnected and together determine the potential
impact of a disaster.

Body:

Hazard: It is a potentially damaging physical event,
phenomenon, or human activity that can cause harm to life,
property, or the environment. Hazards can be:

® Natural Hazards: Earthquakes, floods, cyclones,
wildfires.
@ Example: A 7-magnitude earthquake in a

seismically active zone like the Himalayas.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

® Anthropogenic  Hazards: Industrial

deforestation, chemical spills.

accidents,

@ Example: The Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984 caused
by a chemical leak.
Vulnerability
Vulnerability refers to the susceptibility of a community,
system, or asset to the impact of hazards. It varies across:
® Economic Vulnerability: Limited financial resources
and dependence on primary sectors like agriculture
increase vulnerability. (Farmers in flood-prone Bihar
losing their crops annually).
® Physical Vulnerability: Poorly constructed buildings or
settlements in hazard-prone areas. (Coastal areas in
Odisha face cyclones regularly due to lack of resilient
infrastructure).
® Social Vulnerability: Disadvantaged groups, such as
the elderly, children, and disabled, are
disproportionately affected. (Low evacuation rates for
disabled individuals during the 2004 Indian Ocean

Tsunami).
® Environmental Vulnerability: Degradation  of
ecosystems amplifies disaster impacts. (Loss of

mangroves in Gujarat reducing resilience against

cyclones).
Risk

Risk is the likelihood of loss or damage from a hazard,
determined by the interaction between the hazard and the
community’s vulnerability. It is quantified using the formula:

Risk = Probability of Hazard x Degree of Vulnerability

Types of Risk Management:

® Risk Acceptance: Choosing to live with known risks.
(Farmers cultivating on volcanic soils despite eruption
risks).

® Risk Avoidance: Eliminating exposure to hazards.
(Prohibiting construction in flood-prone zones).

® Risk Reduction: Minimizing the impact of hazards.
(Constructing earthquake-resistant buildings in Japan).

® Risk Transfer: Sharing risks through mechanisms like
insurance. (Crop insurance schemes for farmers in
drought-prone regions).
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Interrelationship Between Hazard, Vulnerability, and Risk
The three concepts are intricately linked: A hazard becomes a
risk only when it interacts with a community’s vulnerability.
Risk can be mitigated by reducing vulnerability or minimizing
exposure to hazards.
Examples:
® Cyclone in Coastal Odisha:
€ Hazard: Cyclone-induced winds and storm surges.
€ \Vulnerability: Poorly constructed houses, high
poverty levels.

@ Risk: High loss of life and property.
€ Mitigation: Cyclone shelters and early warning
systems have reduced risks in recent years.
Conclusion

The relationship between hazard, vulnerability, and
risk underscores the importance of comprehensive disaster
management strategies. While hazards are unavoidable,
reducing vulnerabilities through preparedness, resilient
infrastructure, and community awareness can significantly
mitigate risks.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

Theoretical Question

29. “Moral courage is the highest form of accountability.”
Discuss the ethical dilemmas faced by civil servants in
challenging administrative environments. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by defining moral courage

® Delve into Key Ethical Dilemmas Faced by Civil
Servants

® Highlight the Importance of Moral Courage in
Addressing These Dilemmas

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Moral courage entails standing up for what is right
despite risks such as career setbacks, public criticism, or
personal harm. Civil servants, as the backbone of governance,
often encounter ethical dilemmas where personal integrity
clashes with institutional pressures, vested interests, or public
demands.

Body
Ethical Dilemmas Faced by Civil Servants

® Conflict Between Law and Justice: Upholding legal
frameworks versus ensuring social justice.
€ Example: Eviction drives in slums may adhere to
legal orders but displace vulnerable populations,
creating a conflict for civil servants.
® Pressure from Political Masters: Politicians may exert
undue influence to favor vested interests or electoral
gains.
€ Example: Ashok Khemka, a Haryana IAS officer,
faced transfers for exposing corruption in high-
profile land deals.
® Resource Allocation: Limited resources necessitate
tough choices, often at the cost of equitable
distribution.
€ Example: A District Collector may face the
dilemma of prioritizing funds for immediate
disaster relief versus long-term development

projects.
Drenare
[] ] [ [
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® Whistleblowing Against Corruption: Reporting
unethical practices within the administration may lead
to alienation or retaliation.
€ Example: Satyendra Dubey, a young civil engineer,
lost his life after exposing corruption in the Golden
Quadrilateral project.
® Public Expectations vs. Administrative Realities: The
public often expects immediate action, which may not
align with procedural or resource constraints.
€ Example: Delay in flood relief efforts may lead to
public criticism despite logistical challenges faced
by the administration.
Importance of Moral Courage
Dilemmas:

in Addressing These

® Safeguarding Democratic Values: Upholding Moral
Courage strengthens the democratic fabric of
governance.
€@ Example: IAS officer Harsh Mander resigned to
protest against communal violence, prioritizing
human rights over his career.
® Preventing Systemic Decay: Courageous actions
expose corruption and inefficiencies, preventing the
normalization of unethical practices within the
administration.
€ Example: Sanjiv Chaturvedi, an IFS officer,
uncovered multiple corruption cases despite
facing transfers and challenges.
® Encouraging Ethical Leadership: By setting examples of
principled conduct, morally courageous civil servants
inspire colleagues and subordinates to adopt ethical
behavior.
€ Example: E. Sreedharan, the “Metro Man of
India,” consistently upheld high ethical standards,
ensuring project efficiency and integrity.
® Preventing Abuse of Power: Resisting undue political
or societal pressure ensures that the administration
remains impartial and people-centric.
€@ Example: Durga Shakti Nagpal, an IAS officer,
took action against illegal sand mining despite
facing suspension, ensuring natural resources
were safeguarded.

41
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Conclusion

Moral courage serves as the highest form of
accountability, guiding civil servants to navigate complex
ethical dilemmas while ensuring public welfare. By fostering
integrity, transparency, and resilience, moral courage
strengthens democratic governance and inspires confidence
in public institutions.

30. Analyze the potential long-term consequences of eroding
non-partisanship in public institutions. How does this
impact democratic governance and public trust? (150
words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by highlighting the significance
of Non-partisanship in public institutions
® Delve into Consequences of
Partisanship

Eroding Non-

® Highlight its Impact on Democratic Governance and
Public Trust

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Non-partisanship in public institutions ensures
impartiality and adherence to constitutional values over
political or ideological leanings. It is vital for maintaining the
credibility, independence, and integrity of institutions in a
democracy.

® |ts erosion can compromise governance quality,
deepen public distrust, and weaken democratic
structures.

Body

Consequences of Eroding Non-Partisanship

® Undermining Institutional Integrity: Public institutions
lose their ability to function impartially when influenced
by political bias.
€ Example: Frequent transfers of civil servants for
political reasons erode their autonomy and
effectiveness in decision-making.
® Weakening Rule of Law: A partisan approach may lead
to selective application of laws, undermining the
principle of equality before the law.
€ Example: Law enforcement agencies accused of

targeting opposition leaders can create
perceptions of vendetta, weakening faith in
justice.

® Erosion of Checks and Balance: Institutions such as the
judiciary, Election Commission, and CAG play a critical
role in holding the government accountable.
€ Politicization can dilute their role as independent
watchdogs.
€@ Example: Allegations of bias in electoral reforms
or judicial appointments harm their credibility.
® Decline in Professionalism: Merit and competency
take a backseat to political loyalty, reducing
administrative efficiency and innovation.
€@ Example: Partisan favoritism in appointments to

public offices, like regulatory bodies or
universities, can lead to inefficiency and
mediocrity.

® Entrenchment of Cronyism and Corruption: Politicized
institutions become tools for rewarding political loyalty
rather than upholding public welfare, increasing
corruption.

€ Example: Public sector undertakings suffering
from political interference may prioritize vested

interests over performance or accountability.

Impact on Democratic Governance and Public Trust

® Weakening of Democratic Norms: Partisan behavior
undermines principles like transparency,
accountability, and fairness.

® Polarization of Society: Non-partisan institutions act
as mediators. Their erosion exacerbates divisions,
fueling political and social tensions.

® Compromised Policy Continuity: Politicization results
in frequent policy reversals, leading to uncertainty and
inefficiency in governance.

® Reduced Civic Participation: Loss of faith in institutions
discourages public engagement in democratic
processes.

® International Reputation: Weak institutional integrity
impacts the country’s global standing in indices like the
Corruption Perception Index.

Conclusion

The erosion of non-partisanship in public institutions
is a significant threat to democratic governance and public
trust. It compromises institutional integrity, undermines the
rule of law, and fuels societal polarization, with long-term
consequences for governance quality and national cohesion.
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31. In what ways does APJ Abdul Kalam’s life reflect the
principles of scientific temper and dedication to national

development? (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam

® Delve into the Reflection of Scientific Temper in Dr.
Kalam’s Life

® Highlight his Dedication to National Development

® Conclude with one of his quotes.

Introduction:

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, renowned as the “Missile
Man of India,” exemplified the ideals of scientific temper
and an unwavering commitment to national development.
From his pivotal role in advancing India’s space and defense
capabilities to his vision for inclusive growth, Dr. Kalam’s life
is a masterclass in applying scientific principles and ethical
leadership to achieve societal progress.

Body:
Reflection of Scientific Temper in Dr. Kalam’s Life:

® Commitment to Innovation and Rational Inquiry: As
the driving force behind India’s first satellite launch
vehicle (SLV-111), Dr. Kalam demonstrated the power of
systematic experimentation and scientific rigor.

@ His leadership in missile development programs
such as Agni and Prithvi embodies the practical
application of scientific principles to strengthen
India’s strategic autonomy.

Example: During his tenure at ISRO, he prioritized

teamwork and interdisciplinary collaboration,

fostering an environment of innovation.

® Promotion of Education and Creativity: Dr. Kalam
championed education as the foundation for scientific
temper, emphasizing curiosity and creativity in
learning.

@ His vision for integrating science into education
was embodied in initiatives like the INSPIRE
(Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired
Research) program, which encourages youth to
take up scientific research.

He succinctly expressed this when he said,
“Creativity leads to thinking, thinking provides
knowledge, and knowledge makes you great.”

*
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® Influence on Scientific Literacy and Public Discourse:
Dr. Kalam made complex scientific ideas accessible to
ordinary citizens, igniting interest in science and
technology across diverse groups.
€ Example: His bestselling autobiography, Wings of
Fire, narrates his scientific journey while inspiring
a sense of curiosity and resilience.
® Adaptability and Problem-Solving: Reflecting scientific
temper, he often addressed real-world problems with
innovative solutions.
€@ While working on SLV-III, Dr. Kalam encouraged
adaptive thinking to overcome resource
constraints, such as utilizing domestic resources
when international support was unavailable due
to embargoes.
Dedication to National Development:

® Strategic Contributions to Defense and Space
Programs: As Director of DRDO and ISRO, Dr. Kalam
played a key role in projects like the Integrated Guided
Missile Development Program (IGMDP), enhancing
India’s defense capabilities.

@ His leadership during the Pokhran-II nuclear tests
positioned India as a responsible nuclear power,
ensuring both national security and international
recognition.

® Visionary Leadership for Inclusive Growth: Dr. Kalam’s
Vision 2020 laid out a roadmap to transform India into
a developed nation by focusing on five key areas:
agriculture, healthcare, education, infrastructure,
and IT.

® Commitment to Youth Empowerment: Known for his
deep connection with young people, Dr. Kalam inspired
countless students to think beyond personal success
and contribute to nation-building.

@ His regular interactions with students, such as his
famous address at lITs and high schools, revolved
around urging them to dream big and adopt a
purpose-driven life.

® Ethical and Inclusive Leadership: As President (2002—
2007), Dr. Kalam embodied the values of transparency
and inclusivity. His commitment to integrity in
governance made him a unifying figure across political
and social spectrums.
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€ He famously refused to sign the Office of Profit
Bill in 2006, showcasing his adherence to ethical
governance.
® Technological Solutions for Societal Challenges: Dr.
Kalam’s projects extended beyond defense, addressing
challenges in healthcare and energy.
€ Through PURA (Providing Urban Amenities to
Rural Areas), he sought to bridge the rural-urban
divide, ensuringthattechnologyandinfrastructure
reach underserved areas.
Conclusion:

His words, “Excellence is a continuous process and not
an accident,” encapsulate his relentless pursuit of progress.
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s life serves as an enduring example of
the transformative power of scientific temper and selfless
dedication to national development.

32. Evaluate the philosophical challenges posed by
technological advancements to traditional concepts of
administrative ethics and accountability. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing how Technological
advancements is posing challenge to traditional
concepts of administrative ethics and accountability

® Delve into how Technological Advancement Posing
Challenges to Traditional Administrative Ethics and
Accountability

® Give Measures for Reconciling Technology with
Administrative Ethics and Accountability

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction

Technological advancements such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), big data, blockchain, and automation
have revolutionized administrative processes. While
enhancing efficiency, these innovations pose significant
philosophical challenges to traditional concepts of ethics
and accountability, which are rooted in human agency,
transparency, and the public good.

Body
Technological Advancement Posing Challenges to:
® Traditional Administrative Ethics:

€ Dilution of Human Responsibility: Decisions are
increasingly made by algorithms, raising questions
about accountability.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

O For instance, when Al systems in law
enforcement will misidentify individuals, it
is unclear whether accountability rests with
the developers, administrators, or the
system itself.

® Traditional ethics relies on human judgment, which
incorporates empathy and moral reasoning. Al lacks
these faculties, leading to ethically ambiguous
decisions.
€ Bias in Technology: Algorithms often inherent

biases from their training data, leading to

discriminatory outcomes, as seen in credit scoring
or hiring systems.

O The principle of fairness, central to
administrative ethics, is undermined when
systemic biases are perpetuated without
human oversight.

Erosion of Privacy: The use of big data and Al in

governance (e.g., predictive policing, welfare

monitoring) intrudes on individual privacy.

O Privacy is a fundamental ethical value.
Excessive surveillance risks treating citizens
as subjects rather than stakeholders,
contravening principles of human dignity and
autonomy.

® Administrative Accountability
€ Opacity of Technology

O Black Box Algorithms: Al systems often
operate as “black boxes” where decision-
making processes are opaque even to their
developers.

® This undermines the transparency necessary for
holding administrators accountable. Citizens cannot
contest decisions whose rationale they cannot
understand.
€ Automation of Moral Decisions: Technologies

like autonomous vehicles must make moral

decisions (e.g., whom to save in an unavoidable
accident).

O Delegating moral dilemmas to machines
questions whether ethics can be codified
and executed without human discretion.
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Reconciling Technology with Administrative Ethics and
Accountability:

® Embedding Ethics in Technology: Ethical frameworks
such as Al ethics and value-sensitive design must
guide the development of technologies.

® Redefining Accountability Frameworks: Accountability
must adapt to the distributed nature of technological
systems through robust regulation, like the EU’s
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which
holds organizations accountable for Al decisions.

® Balancing Privacy and Efficiency: Administrations must
balance surveillance with privacy by employing tools
like differential privacy or anonymization in data
analytics.

® Human Oversight: Retaining human oversight in
critical decisions ensures that moral and ethical
considerations are not entirely outsourced to machines.

Conclusion:

While technology has the potential to make governance
more efficient and equitable, it challenges foundational
concepts of ethics and accountability by introducing opacity,
diluting responsibility, and eroding privacy. Administrators
must ensure that these advancements align with ethical
principles through proactive regulation, embedding values
in design, and maintaining human oversight.

33. “True compassion requires going beyond mere tolerance
to active empowerment of marginalized communities.”
Discuss this statement in the context of public service

delivery. (150 words)

Approach:

® |Introduce the answer by briefing how true
Compassion in public service delivery but also
empowerment

® Justify the statement “Moving Beyond Tolerance to
Empowerment in Public Service Delivery” with
relevant examples.

® Give Key Aspects of Active Empowerment in Public
Service

® Highlight the Challenges in Public Service Delivery

® Suggest a way forward

® Conclude suitably.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Introduction:

Compassion in public service delivery entails not just
tolerance but active steps to uplift marginalized communities.
Active empowerment requires addressing systemic inequities,
ensuring equitable access to resources, and creating an
enabling environment for self-reliance and dignity.

Body

Moving Beyond Tolerance to Empowerment in Public
Service Delivery:

® Tolerance involves without active

intervention.

acceptance

€@ Example: Providing subsidies without addressing
underlying causes of poverty.
® Empowerment actively seeks to build capacity and
eliminate barriers.
€ Example: Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) programs
like PM Garib Kalyan Yojana ensure targeted
delivery and transparency.
Key Aspects of Active Empowerment in Public Service
® Capacity Building: Empowerment involves equipping
individuals and communities with skills and knowledge.
€ Example: Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) trains rural youth
for sustainable employment.
® Participatory Governance: Active
marginalized communities in
enhances empowerment.
€ Example: Gram Sabhas under the Panchayati Raj
system enable tribal communities to voice
concerns.

involvement of
decision-making

® Removing Structural Barriers: Empowerment requires
dismantling systemic inequities like caste and gender
biases.

@ Example: Beti Bachao Beti Padhao initiative
promotes girl child education and combats
discrimination.

O Ayushman  Bharat ensures financial
protection and access to quality healthcare
for the economically vulnerable.

® Digital Inclusion: The PMGDISHA (Pradhan Mantri

Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan) enables digital

literacy, empowering rural citizens to access online

services.
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® Accountability and Respectful Service: Empowerment
in public service involves ensuring timely and dignified
treatment of citizens.
¢ Example: The Noida Authority CEO directed staff
to stand for 20 minutes while attending visitors
after an elderly man faced an hour-long wait and
was shuffled between departments, highlighting
the need for empathy and discipline in public
service.
Challenges in Public Service Delivery

® Infrastructure Gaps: Insufficient outreach to the
remotest areas like connectivity issues in hilly states
like Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura hinder service
delivery.

® Resource Constraints: Lack of funding and trained
personnel. ( In December 2023, the government
reported a shortage of more than 7 lakh teachers at
the elementary level).

® Corruption and Leakages: Mismanagement of funds
and resources leads to inefficiencies. (The 2023 CAG
report highlighted irregularities in the MGNREGA
scheme.)

® Administrative Inefficiencies: Cumbersome
administrative procedures delay or obstruct service
delivery. (Farmers facing delays in subsidy disbursal
under PM-KISAN due to incomplete documentation
processes.)

Framework for Active Empowerment:

® Empowering Local Bodies: Increased financial
autonomy for Panchayati Raj institutions and urban
local bodies to address localized needs.

® Integrated Approaches: Expedite the implementation
of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile (JAM) trinity for
financial inclusion.

® Innovative Delivery Models: E-governance platforms
like UMANG app to ensure accessibility and
accountability.

® Participatory Planning: Engagement through Gram
Sabhas and citizen surveys for planning and
implementation. (Pune Model)

® Last-Mile Connectivity: Using drones for vaccine
delivery in remote areas under schemes like Universal
Immunization Program.

Conclusion

True compassion in public service delivery transcends
tolerance, focusing on empowerment to ensure dignity,
equity, and self-reliance. A forward-looking approach that
combines systemic reforms, participatory governance, and
innovative delivery mechanisms can bridge the gap between
intent and impact.

34. “Countries advocating global peace while maintaining
military superiority through advanced weapons research
face a fundamental ethical contradiction.” How can this
paradox be resolved? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce the answer by briefing the contradiction
of military superiority and global peace advocacy
® Delve into the Ethical Contradiction and Factors
Contributing to the Contradiction
® Give Challenges in Resolving the Paradox
® Suggest Steps to Resolve the Paradox

® Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:

The advocacy of global peace alongside the pursuit of
military superiority through advanced weapons highlights a
paradox that challenges the ethical and moral principles of
international relations.

® This contradiction undermines trust between nations,
escalates arms races, and contradicts the essence of
peacebuilding.
® Resolving this requires a multi-dimensional approach
rooted in ethics, diplomacy, and disarmament
initiatives.
Body:
Ethical Contradiction and Factors Contributing to the
Contradiction:
® Ethical Contradiction
@ Advocacy of Peace vs. Actions of Dominance:
Nations promoting peace while investing in
weapons implicitly signal mistrust and deterrence.
O Example: The USA’s efforts in nuclear
disarmament dialogues contrast with its
substantial investment in hypersonic
weapons.
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@ Erosion of Moral Authority: Such nations lose
credibility in leading global peace efforts.

O Example: China’s participation in peace talks
juxtaposed with its military buildup in the
South China Sea.

® Factors Contributing to the Contradiction
@ Perceived Security Dilemmas: Nations justify
military superiority as necessary for self-defense.

O Example: India’s development of the Agni-V
missile system is seen as a response to
China’s military advancements.

€ Technological Advancement and Power

Projection: Advanced weapons serve geopolitical

strategies beyond defense.

O Example: Russia’s hypersonic missile
programs aim to assert dominance despite
advocating for peace in international forums.

Challenges in Resolving the Paradox

® Geopolitical Rivalries: Persistent distrust between
major powers like the USA and China undermines
disarmament efforts.
® Lack of Enforcement Mechanisms: Weak international
laws fail to hold nations accountable for arms buildup.
(Russia revoked its ratification of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty )
® Economic Dependencies: Defense industries
contribute significantly to national economies
including US and France , making disarmament
politically challenging.
Steps to Resolve the Paradox:
® Promoting Trust through Transparency
€ Arms Control Agreements: Strengthen and
expand existing treaties like START (Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty).
€ Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs): Increase
Share information on defense budgets, troop
movements, and weapon development.
O Example: India’s annual sharing of nuclear
installation data with Pakistan.
® Investing in Multilateral Disarmament Frameworks
€ Strengthen international bodies like the UN
Conference on Disarmament to ensure
enforceable commitments.
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@ Encourage adherence to existing frameworks
such as the Chemical Weapons Convention
(cwc).

® Shifting Focus to Defensive Technologies

@ Research on defensive systems (e.g., missile
shields) instead of offensive capabilities can
reduce fears of aggression.

O Example: Israel’s Iron Dome serves a
primarily defensive purpose while supporting
peace rhetoric.

® Public Accountability and Civil Society Participation:

Greater involvement of civil society in advocating for

peaceful resolutions and holding governments

accountable for arms races.

@ Example: Nobel Peace Prize 2017-winning
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons  (ICAN) campaigns for nuclear
disarmament.

Conclusion

Resolving the paradox of advocating global peace while
maintaining military superiority requires a paradigm shift in
international relations. Nations must align their actions with
their peace rhetoric by promoting transparency, adhering to
disarmament frameworks, and fostering ethical leadership.
Only through sustained efforts can global peace be achieved
without the shadow of militaristic dominance.

| 35. “Meta-ethical inquiries into the nature of morality have

a direct impact on practical governance decisions.”
Discuss this statement with reference to policy
implementation challenges. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing Meta-ethics in
short

® Give Influence of Meta-Ethical Questions on
Governance

® Delve into Challenges in Policy Implementation

® Suggest Measures to Address Policy Challenges with
Meta-Ethical Insights

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Meta-ethics explores the foundational nature of
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morality, questioning what is “right” or “wrong” and whether
moral truths are universal or subjective. These philosophical
inquiries influence practical governance, as policy decisions
often require a balance between ethical principles and
pragmatic needs.
Body:
Influence of Meta-Ethical Questions on Governance:
® Moral Objectivism vs Relativism:
€ Moral Objectivism: Advocates universal ethical
principles that apply across cultures and contexts.

O Example: Universal Declaration of Human
Rights emphasizes rights to dignity,
education, and freedom irrespective of
geography or culture.

€ Moral Relativism: Considers morality to be
context-specific, shaped by cultural norms,
traditions, and situational factors.

O Example: Debates on the Uniform Civil Code
in India highlight conflicts between universal
rights and cultural diversity.

® Moral Cognitivism vs Non-Cognitivism:
€ Cognitivists: Argue that moral statements can be
empirically or rationally validated, influencing
data-driven policies.

O Example: Policymaking based on poverty
indices or literacy rates to address
inequalities.

€ Non-Cognitivists: View morality as subjective,
driven by emotions, impacting welfare-driven
programs.

O Example: Welfare schemes like MNREGA are
ofteninfluenced by empathy for marginalized
sections.

Challenges in Policy Implementation:

® Conflict Between Ethical Theories and Practical Needs:
Balancing utilitarian ethics (greatest good for greatest
number) with deontological ethics (protection of
individual rights).
@ Example: Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) policies face tensions between development
projects and ecological preservation.
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Ethical Dilemmas in Resource Allocation: Scarce
resources often necessitate prioritization, leading to
ethical dilemmas regarding fairness and equity.

@ Example: Covid-19 vaccination policies initially
prioritized  vulnerable populations, raising
concerns of access inequality.

Relativism in Multicultural Societies: Policies must
accommodate diverse cultural and moral beliefs, often
leading to conflicts.

@ Example: Dietary bans like beef bans face
resistance due to varying cultural practices and
moral views.

Ambiguity in Moral Truths: Lack of consensus on moral
truths results in policy paralysis or contentious
implementation.

@ Example: Legalizing euthanasia debatesindividual
autonomy versus societal ethical norms of sanctity
of life.

Public Perception and Political Risks: Meta-ethical
considerations often clash with populist sentiments or
political objectives.

@ Example: Policies on LGBTQIA+ rights in socially
conservative areas face resistance despite moral
arguments for equality.

Addressing Policy Challenges with Meta-Ethical Insights:

Principle-Based Approach: Justice-based theories like
Rawlsian principles can ensure fairness and inclusivity
in governance.

Stakeholder Inclusivity: Engaging diverse cultural,
social, and ethical perspectives to resolve conflicts in
policy making.

Ethical Training for Bureaucrats: Sensitizing
policymakers and administrators on ethical nuances
through Mission Karmayogi can help address dilemmas
effectively.

Adaptive and Contextual Governance: Policies must
adapt ethical frameworks to changing contexts and
challenges.

Use of Data and Technology: Data-driven insights can
address moral ambiguities, ensuring rationality in
policy making.
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Conclusion:

Meta-ethical questions provide the foundational
framework for understanding morality in governance. They
influence how policymakers conceptualize justice, equity, and
welfare, directly shaping the design and implementation of
policies. By fostering inclusivity, stakeholder engagement, and
ethical sensitivity, governments can ensure sustainable and
morally sound governance that aligns with both immediate
needs and long-term societal progress.

36. "Kautilya's Arthashastra presents a unique blend of moral
pragmatism and ethical governance.” Examine how his
ideas remain relevant for contemporary public
administration. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce the answer by briefing about Arthashastra

® Give Key Principles of Kautilya’s Arthashastra and
Relevance in Public Administration

® Delve into the Challenges in Applying Arthashastra’s
Principles Today

® Suggest Strategies to Leverage Kautilya’s Wisdom in
Modern Administration

® Conclude suitably.

Introduction:

The Arthashastra is an ancient Indian Sanskrit treatise on
statecraft, economic policy, and military strategy, written by
Kautilya (also known as Chanakya). It embodies a pragmatic
blend of moral pragmatism and ethical governance, balancing
the pursuit of material success (artha) with societal welfare.
Body:

Key Principles of Kautilya’s Arthashastra and Relevance in
Public Administration:
® Ethical Governance: According to Kautilya, the welfare
of the people should be the primary concern of the
king, and he should work towards their well-being
€ It advocates for a welfare state where policies
ensure equity and justice.
@ Contemporary Relevance: Programs like PM
Garib Kalyan Yojna and ensure resource
distribution for societal welfare.
® Pragmatic Leadership: Encourages leaders to be
flexible, pragmatic, and proactive in decision-making.
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€@ Emphasizes espionage, diplomacy, and alliances
for maintaining state stability.

@ Contemporary Relevance: India’s issue-based
strategic diplomacy considering the interest of
the people of India as a priority reflect these
principles.

® Rule of Law: Advocates a just and transparent legal
framework where punishment is proportional to the
crime.

@ Contemporary Relevance: The Indian Constitution
upholds the principles of equality and justice
through Articles 14-21 and provides for the
issuance of writs under Article 32 to address any
violation or abridgment of fundamental rights.

® Economic Development: Prioritizes agriculture, fair
taxation, and robust trade systems as pillars of
economic stability.

@ Contemporary Relevance: Focus on agricultural
reforms and infrastructure under schemes like
PM-KISAN, GST and Bharatmala.

® Balance of Power and Military Preparedness: Stresses
the importance of a strong defense mechanism and
strategic warfare to safeguard sovereignty.

@ Contemporary Relevance: India’s focus on
indigenous defense manufacturing like MCA Tejas
through Make in India aligns with these ideals.

| Challenges in Applying Arthashastra’s Principles Today:

® Ethical Dilemmas in Pragmatism: Balancing moral
principles with realpolitik, e.g., dilemmas in
international relations like non-alignment vs strategic
alliances.
® Inclusivity in Governance: The hierarchical caste-
based structure in Arthashastra may contradict
modern ideals of social justice and inclusivity.
® Globalization and Multilateralism: Kautilya’s emphasis
on centralized state power faces challenges in today’s
interconnected global order.
Strategies to Leverage Kautilya’s Wisdom in Modern
Administration:
® People-Centric Governance: Design policies that
prioritize welfare and inclusivity, akin to Arthashastra’s
focus on public happiness.
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® Strengthening Institutions: Develop robust institutions
for economic, legal, and military domains to enhance
state efficiency like- NITI Aayog’s emphasis on
cooperative federalism echoes Kautilya’s ideas of
inclusive governance.

® Ethical Training for Bureaucrats: Incorporate lessons
from Arthashastra into civil service training to balance
pragmatism with ethical governance like- Mission
Karmayogifocuses on developing ethical and pragmatic
decision-making in public servants.

Conclusion:

Kautilya’s Arthashastra remains a timeless guide to
governance, emphasizing moral pragmatism, strategic
thinking, and ethical administration. Its principles, when
contextualized, can address contemporary challenges like
corruption, resource management, and diplomatic relations.

Case Study

37. Ravi, a Senior Manager in a government infrastructure
project, is facing severe pressure to meet deadlines for
a highway construction project vital to regional
connectivity. Delays caused by land acquisition issues
and contractor inefficiency have attracted sharp criticism
from higher-ups, with a warning of possible suspension
if targets are not met. Amid this, a private consultant
approaches Ravi, offering insider information on
upcoming regulatory clearances that could expedite
approvals, provided Ravi ensures the consultant’s
engagement on lucrative terms. Simultaneously, Ravi
discovers financial irregularities in subcontractor invoices
but worries that taking action might further delay the
project and bring negative publicity to his team and
organization.

Ravi is now caught between conflicting responsibilities:
maintaining personal integrity, ensuring timely project
completion, and safeguarding his career. Ravi must
critically assess his options, balancing the organizational
need for efficiency with adherence to ethical principles,
while protecting the project’s credibility and his
professional reputation.

(a) Identify and discuss the ethical dilemmas faced by

Anil Kumar in this situation.
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(b) Examine the possible courses of action available to
Anil and evaluate their pros and cons.

(c) Recommend the most ethical and professionally
appropriate course of action for Anil, justifying your
choice.

Introduction

Ravi is under pressure to meet project deadlines for a
crucial highway construction, facing delays due to land issues
and contractor inefficiency. A private consultant offers insider
information for regulatory clearances in exchange for lucrative
terms, tempting Ravi to compromise his integrity.

® Simultaneously, Ravi discovers financial irregularities
in subcontractor invoices but fears addressing them
could further delay the project.
(a) Ethical Dilemmas Faced by Ravi

® Integrity vs Expediency: Whether to uphold personal
integrity by rejecting the consultant’s unethical offer or
accept it to expedite the project and meet deadlines.

® Transparency vs Organizational Pressure: Whether to
expose the financial irregularities in subcontractor
invoices, risking delays and criticism, or ignore them to
maintain the project timeline.

® Career Security vs Ethical Principles: Balancing the
fear of suspension and career damage against the
obligation to act ethically and uphold professional
standards.

® Public Welfare vs Ethical Governance: Delaying the
project to address ethical concerns may hinder regional
connectivity, adversely affecting public welfare.

® Short-Term Efficiency vs Long-Term Credibility:
Prioritizing immediate project completion over long-
term institutional and personal reputation by indulging
in unethical practices.

® Accountability vs Pragmatism: Whether to take full
accountability for delays caused by systemic issues,
risking punitive actions, or shift the blame to protect
personal and team interests.

® Conflict of Interest vs Public Trust: Engaging the
consultant on lucrative terms compromises public trust
and transparency, while rejecting the offer may lead to
further project hurdles.
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(b) Possible Courses of Action and Evaluation ® Cons:
€ Requires significant effort and time, which might

result in project delays.

Option 1: Accept the Consultant’s Offer and Expedite

Approvals
@ Ravi’s career may still face risks if deadlines are

missed despite his ethical stance.

® Pros:

€ Quick approvals can fast-track project timelines,

ensuring deadlines are met. Option 4: Seek Higher-Level Support for Ethical Resolutions

and Propose Innovative Solutions
® Pros:
@ Strengthens Ravi’s position by aligning his
actions with institutional guidance.

€ Higher-ups are satisfied, reducing pressure on
Ravi and protecting his career.
® Cons:
€ Compromises Ravi’s ethical integrity and sets a
damaging precedent of endorsing corruption. @ Provides a platform for proposing innovative
ideas like interim policies or faster resolution
mechanisms to address systemic delays.
Protects Ravi from personal backlash as higher-
ups share accountability.

@ If exposed, Ravi’s professional reputation, as well
as public trust in the project, will be irreparably
harmed. L 4
@ Legal and disciplinary actions could follow, risking
long-term consequences. ® Cons:
@ Relies on cooperation and proactive involvement
of higher authorities, which may not be
guaranteed.

Option 2: Report Financial Irregularities to Higher Authorities
and Proceed Formally

® Pros:
@ |Institutional inertia may slow down solutions,

€ Demonstrates Ravi’s commitment to . . .
increasing risks of further delays.

transparency and accountability.

. . . R ded C f Action:
€ Sends a strong signal against corruption and ighRecappEnded Course of Action

misuse of public funds, enhancing institutional
credibility.

Ravi should adopt Option 3 with key elements from
Option 4 to strike a balance between ethical considerations,
organizational efficiency, and professional pragmatism.

® Cons:

€ Prolonged investigations might delay the project | Steps to be Taken:

further. L
€ Can escalate tensions with contractors and other
stakeholders, risking operational inefficiencies.

Reject the Consultant’s Offer: Communicate clearly
with the consultant that unethical practices will not be
entertained, setting a strong personal and professional

€ Higher-ups may view Ravi as deflecting precedent.

responsibility instead of solving the problem. ® Address Financial Irregularities Strategically: Form a

neutral, time-bound audit team to review
subcontractorinvoices while ensuring the investigation
does not disrupt ongoing work.

Option 3: Address Land Acquisition and Contractor
Inefficiencies Proactively While Rejecting Unethical Offers

® Pros: € Implement stronger checks for future invoices to
‘ Maintains ethical Standards, Safeguarding Ravi’s prevent recurrence of irregu'ariﬁes_
reputation and professional integrity. ® Proactively Expedite Land Acquisition and Contractor

€ Enhances long-term stakeholder trust by focusing
on systemic solutions and accountability.

€ Builds Ravi’s credibility as a problem-solver who
can ethically navigate challenges.

Performance: Collaborate with local administration to
resolve land disputes by leveraging government
mechanisms  like  fast-track negotiation or
compensation reassessment.
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€ Conduct regular performance reviews with
contractors, introduce penalty clauses for delays,
and incentivize efficiency where feasible.
® Innovative Approaches for Faster Approvals: Propose
interim solutions to higher-ups, such as concurrent
approvals or digital mechanisms to reduce bottlenecks
in regulatory clearances.
® Transparent Communication with Higher-Ups:
Regularly update higher authorities on progress,
challenges, and steps being taken to resolve them.
€ Frame challenges as systemic issues requiring
institutional action, not individual shortcomings.
® Focus on Stakeholder Collaboration: Engage key
stakeholders, including the public, through open
communication about project delays, emphasizing
ethical governance and long-term benefits.
Conclusion

Ravi must uphold ethical principles while pragmatically
navigating challenges to ensure project completion.
By rejecting unethical offers, addressing irregularities
strategically, and proactively mitigating delays, Ravi
can protect his integrity and credibility. Transparent
communication and innovative approaches will demonstrate
leadership, safeguarding the project’s reputation and long-
term organizational goals. This balanced strategy ensures
Ravi fulfills his professional duties without compromising
ethical values.

38. A new and ambitious District Magistrate (DM) was
recently appointed in a district plagued by severe water
scarcity and recurring farmer suicides. During his initial
field visits, he observed widespread illegal extraction of
groundwater by industries, which exacerbated the crisis
inrural areas. Despite a Supreme Court directive banning
unregulated groundwater extraction, the industries
continued to exploit resources, often bribing local
officials to evade scrutiny.

One day, during a surprise inspection, the DM sealed a
major industrial plant violating water extraction laws.
Soon after, he began receiving veiled threats from
influential industrialists and even faced indirect pressure
from senior bureaucrats to revoke his action. The DM
also discovered that the illegal activities were intertwined
with the livelihoods of many low-income workers

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

employed by these industries, creating a social and
ethical conflict. As public protests against the plant’s
closure gained momentum, the DM was faced with a
challenging decision: to uphold the law and protect long-
term water security or to consider the immediate
economic impact on local workers and their families.
(a) Identify the ethical dilemmas faced by the DM.

(b) What options are available to the DM in this
situation?

(c) Suggestthe most appropriate course of action with

justifications.
Introduction:

A newly appointed District Magistrate (DM) in a
water-scarce district faces a moral and legal dilemma after
discovering widespread illegal groundwater extraction by
industries, despite a Supreme Court ban. After sealing a
major violator, the DM encounters threats from industrialists
and pressure from senior officials to reverse his action. The
situation becomes more complex as the illegal activities also
support the livelihoods of low-income workers, leading to
public protests.

Body:
(a) Ethical Dilemmas Faced by the DM:

® Upholding the Law vs Addressing Economic Distress:
Enforcing the Supreme Court directive to curb illegal
water extraction vs considering the livelihoods of
workers employed in industries violating these laws.

® Professional Integrity vs Political/Bureaucratic
Pressure: Maintaining impartiality and adhering to
the law despite threats and pressure from influential
industrialists and senior officials.

® Environmental Sustainability vs Immediate
Community Demands: Protecting long-term water
security for the district vs meeting the short-term
demands of protesting locals dependent on industrial
jobs.

® Public Welfare vs Industrial Accountability: Ensuring
social stability and economic support for vulnerable
workers vs penalizing industries exploiting public
resources.

® Personal Safety vs Public Responsibility: Prioritizing
personal safety amid threats vs staying committed to
the ethical duty of safeguarding public interest.
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(b) Options Available to the DM:

UPSC

Strict Enforcement of Laws: Continue sealing illegal
industries, impose heavy penalties, and initiate legal
proceedings against violators.
@ Pros: Reinforces rule of law and deters future
violations.
€ Cons: Increases protests, job losses, and political
backlash.
Conditional Reopening Under Regulation: Allow
industries to resume operations only if they install
water-efficient technologies, obtain legal permits, and
adhere to groundwater extraction limits.
@ Pros: Balances environmental protection with
economic interests.
€ Cons: Industries may resist compliance or delay
adoption of measures.
Engage Stakeholders in Dialogue: Mediate between
industrialists, workers, and local leaders to find a
mutually agreeable solution, emphasizing sustainable
practices.
€ Pros: Reduces tension and ensures collaborative
governance.
€ Cons: May slow down immediate enforcement of
laws.
Provide Alternative Livelihoods: Collaborate with
state and central schemes like MGNREGA, skill
development programs, and social security initiatives
to support displaced workers.
@ Pros: Addresses workers’ grievances and mitigates
protests.
€ Cons: Requires time and administrative effort.
Seek Institutional and Judicial Support: Report the
situation to state authorities and seek judicial
clarification or support for strict implementation of
groundwater laws.
@ Pros: Shields the DM from external pressures and
ensures accountability.
€ Cons: Prolongs resolution and may not address
local protests immediately.
Public Awareness Campaigns:
€ Conduct awareness drives about the water crisis
and benefits of sustainable practices to gain
public support.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

€ Pros: Encourages community understanding and
cooperation.
€ Cons: May not immediately resolve tensions.
(c) Most Appropriate Course of Action with Justifications:

Step 1: Uphold the Law Firmly
® Maintain the closure of illegal plants and take visible
action against violators, including legal proceedings
and penalties.
€ Sends a strong message of accountability and
upholds the Supreme Court directive, critical for
long-term water security.

Step 2: Convene a Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue
® Bring together industrialists, local leaders, workers,
and environmental experts to design a framework for
sustainable operations, including conditional reopening
of industries under strict compliance.
@ Builds trust among stakeholders and aligns
economic and environmental goals.

Step 3: Implement Alternative Livelihood Programs
® Collaborate with state agencies to provide skill
development programs, employment under
MGNREGA, and financial support schemes for affected
workers.
€ Mitigates the immediate economic impact on
vulnerable families, reducing public protests.

| Step 4: Enforce Regulations and Ensure Transparency
® Mandateindustriestoadoptwater-savingtechnologies,
set up transparent monitoring systems for groundwater
usage, and encourage self-reporting mechanisms.
€@ Promotes long-term compliance and fosters
sustainable practices.
Step 5: Seek Support from Higher Authorities

® Escalate the issue to state and central levels, ensuring
legal and administrative backing while neutralizing
undue pressure from influential stakeholders.
€ Strengthens the DM’s position and ensures
consistent policy enforcement.

Step 6: Launch a Public Awareness Campaign

® Educate the community about the water crisis and the
benefits of sustainable resource management.
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€ Gains public support for tough decisions and
builds consensus for future water conservation
efforts.
Conclusion:

DM must uphold the law firmly while adopting a
balanced and pragmatic approach to address economic
and social concerns. Strict enforcement of groundwater
regulations, coupled with stakeholder engagement,
conditional reopening of industries, and alternative
livelihood support, can resolve the immediate crisis. This
approach protects environmental resources while addressing
community grievances. It exemplifies ethical governance
rooted in justice and accountability.

39. You are working as a senior officer in a public sector
company. One day, a junior colleague, who is known for
her diligence and commitment, approaches you in a
distressed state. She informs you that her younger
brother, a final-year engineering student, has been
diagnosed with a life-threatening iliness requiring urgent
treatment costing Rs. 8 lakh. Being the sole breadwinner
in her family, she is struggling to arrange the funds, as
her meager salary barely covers her household expenses.

You sympathize with her situation but are unable to
provide financial assistance personally. A month later,
you notice her spirits have improved, and upon inquiry,
she reveals that the treatment is underway, thanks to an
advance payment facilitated by the head of the
department using discretionary funds allocated for
emergency employee welfare. She also shares that she
has committed to repaying the amount in monthly
installments, which she has already begun.

However, on reviewing the company’s guidelines, you
realize that the discretionary fund is meant strictly for
official purposes and not for personal use under any
circumstances. The department head’s action, though
well-intentioned, bypassed standard procedures and
could attract legal and disciplinary consequences if
discovered.

(a)
(b)

What are the ethical issues involved in this case?
As a senior officer aware of the situation, what
course of action will you take?

Suggest broader organizational measures to prevent
misuse of discretionary funds.

Introduction:

A junior employee in a public sector company faces a
financial crisis due to her brother’s life-threatening illness
requiring urgent treatment. The department head uses
discretionary funds, bypassing organizational guidelines,
to support her, with repayment arranged in installments.
While the action is compassionate and ensures timely help,
it violates the rules, posing risks of legal and disciplinary
consequences.

® The senior officer, who came to know about this, must
balance empathy with accountability and address the
procedural breach.
Body:
(a) Ethical Issues
® Compassion vs Rule Adherence:: Helping an employee
in dire need aligns with moral and humanitarian

values.
€ Bypassing  official  guidelines  undermines
organizational integrity and can set a dangerous
precedent.

® Intent vs Outcome:The department head acted with a
genuine intention to assist a distressed employee.

€ Misuse of funds can lead to legal and disciplinary
consequences for the organization and individuals
involved.

® |Individual Welfare vs Organizational Integrity:
Addressing the medical emergency ensured immediate
relief for the employee’s family.

@ Breaching protocols could erode trust and
accountability in fund management.

® Short-term Relief vs Long-term Consequences:
Immediate medical treatment saved the employee’s
brother’s life.

@ Deviating from procedures could encourage
similar requests for different motives, leading to
potential misuse of discretionary funds.

® Empathy vs Precedent: Supporting employees during
crises fosters goodwill and morale.

@ If overlooked, such actions might normalize
deviations from guidelines.

(b) Course of Action:

Step 1: Immediate Acknowledgment of the Situation

® Recognize the Ethical Dilemma: Acknowledge the
humanitarian nature of the action but also the
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® Encourage Learning,

deviation from established rules. This balances
empathy and the need to uphold professional integrity.
Assess the Circumstances: Gather all relevant facts,
including the fund utilization process, the department
head’s role, and the repayment mechanism initiated
by the junior colleague.

Step 2: Engage with Stakeholders
® Discuss with the Department Head: Privately meet the

department head to understand their decision-making
process.
€ Highlight the procedural Vviolation
appreciating the humanitarian intent.

while

Provide Assurance to the Junior Colleague: Privately
reassure the junior colleague that her confidentiality
and dignity will be respected.

Step 3: Handling the Incident
® Recommend aBalanced Action Plan: Propose retaining

the current repayment arrangement and ensuring the
fund is fully restored.
€ Request higher management or the ethics
committee to issue a clarification to all employees
about fund usage protocols, referencing this case

(anonymized) as a learning point.

O The Ethics Committee should take into
account all  stakeholders  (including
departmental heads and staff members)
involved, and establish a benchmark for
ethical standards.

Not Punishment: Advocate

against punitive action for the department head,

focusing instead on training and awareness to avoid

such instances in the future.

€ Frame the incident as an opportunity for the
organization to enhance its crisis management
framework.

Rationale for the Approach:
® Balancing Rules with Compassion: The action plan

addresses the ethical violation without disregarding
the genuine intent behind it.

Pragmatic Handling: Avoids unnecessary escalation
that could harm morale, while ensuring safeguards for
future occurrences.

MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION DECEMBER (2024)

Strengthening Systems: Suggesting institutional
reforms addresses the root cause of the problem and
prevents similar issues in the future.

(c) Broader Organizational Measures to Prevent Misuse of
Discretionary Funds:

Establishment of an Emergency Employee Welfare
Fund: Create a dedicated fund for addressing urgent
personal emergencies of employees.

@ Ensure this fund operates under strict eligibility
criteria, including approvals from a designated
committee.

@ Clearly define the scope (e.g., life-threatening
medical issues, accident relief) to prevent
arbitrary usage.

Strengthened Governance and Oversight: Implement
a multi-tier approval process for fund usage, involving
at least two senior officers and the ethics committee.
€ Conduct regular internal audits of discretionary
fund usage to ensure compliance with policies.

@ Publish an annual report summarizing the

utilization of discretionary and welfare funds.
Clear and Updated Policy Framework: Define precise

boundaries for discretionary fund usage, including a

list of permissible purposes.

€ Introduce guidelines for handling exceptional
circumstances, such as employee emergencies,
requiring prior approval from senior management.

Digital Monitoring and Fund Management Tools: Use
digital platforms to track discretionary fund allocations
and expenditures.

€ Introduce automated systems for requesting and
approving funds, ensuring every transaction is
recorded with justification.

Crisis Management Committees: Set up a committee
responsible for handling requests related to employee
crises, ensuring decisions are fair, consistent, and well-
documented.

@ Include members from HR, finance, and ethics
departments to balance compassion with policy
adherence.

Foster a Culture of Accountability: Reinforce the idea
that discretionary funds are public resources requiring
judicious use.
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€@ Reward employees and managers who follow
rules while innovatively addressing challenges.
® Flexibility for Exceptional Cases: Introduce a well-
defined process for approving fund usage in rare and
unavoidable circumstances.
@ Include clauses for post-approval reporting to the
board or ethics committee to maintain oversight.
® Promote Employee Awareness: Regularly update
employees on available welfare schemes, funds, and
support mechanisms to reduce unauthorized fund
requests.
€ Communicate the consequences of fund misuse,
emphasizing both legal and ethical aspects.
Conclusion:

The situation calls for a pragmatic approach balancing
compassion with rule adherence. While recognizing
the humanitarian intent of the department head, steps
must be taken to ensure compliance with organizational
policies. Introducing systemic reforms like an emergency
welfare fund and strengthening oversight will prevent such
ethical dilemmas in the future. This approach safeguards
organizational integrity while fostering a supportive work
environment.

40. You are ayoung Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer posted
in a country where a large Indian diaspora resides.
Recently, a conflict broke out in one of the regions of the
country, and several members of the Indian community,
including women and children, are stranded and seeking
urgent evacuation. Your embassy has limited resources
and a small staff.

While coordinating the evacuation, a prominent local
businessperson with significant political connections
requests immediate priority evacuation for his family,
bypassing the official protocol. He offers to donate a large
sum to support the evacuation mission if you agree to
his demand. However, prioritizing his request would
mean delaying the evacuation of several families who
are in more precarious situations.

Adding to the complexity, you are under pressure from
the local government to minimize visible evacuation
operations as they fear it might escalate tensions further.
You must decide how to proceed in this crisis, balancing
ethical considerations, resource constraints, and
diplomatic pressures.

(a) What are the stakeholders involved in this situation?

Under the given conditions, what are the options
available to you as the officer in charge of the
evacuation?

(c) What are the ethical dilemmas being faced by you?
Introduction:

A young Indian Foreign Service officer is tasked with
overseeing the evacuation of Indian citizens stranded
in a conflict zone abroad. The officer encounters several
challenges, including limited resources, pressure from
the local government to keep operations discreet, and a
prominent business person seeking preferential treatment
in exchange for a donation. The officer must navigate ethical
dilemmas, diplomatic sensitivities, and logistical constraints,
ensuring that all actions are fair and prioritize the safety of
vulnerable groups.

Body:
(a) Stakeholders Involved:

Stakeholder Role/Interest

Stranded Indian Their safety and evacuation are the
Community Members | embassy's primary responsibility.
They expect impartiality.

Women and Children |Vulnerable groups with
heightened need for immediate

protection and evacuation.

Prominent
Businessperson

Seeks priority evacuation for
family in exchange for donation,
creating ethical and operational
dilemmas.

Local Government Pressures embassy to minimize
visibility to avoid escalation of

tensions in the region.

Embassy Staff Limited manpower/resources;
burdened with coordination

under immense pressure.

Government of India
(Gol)

Responsible for protecting the
diaspora and ensuring diplomatic
relations with the host country.

Risk of backlash or resentment
against visible and perceived
preferential
operations.

Local Population

evacuation
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(b) Options Available

Option 1: Prioritize the Businessperson’s Family

Action: Grant priority evacuation to the
businessperson’s family in exchange for the promised
donation.
Pros:
@ Secures additional resources for the evacuation
mission, potentially helping more people.
€ Strengthens relations with an influential local
figure, which may aid future diplomatic efforts.
Cons:
€ Violates ethical principles of fairness and equity
by prioritizing a family not in immediate danger.
€@ Damages trust among the Indian diaspora and
may lead to accusations of favoritism.
€ Could demoralize embassy staff and volunteers.

Option 2: Follow Protocols and Evacuate Based on Urgency

Action: Adhere to the official evacuation protocol,
prioritizing families based on need and precariousness
of their situation.
Pros:
€ Upholds fairness and ethical integrity, ensuring
those in critical danger are evacuated first.
€ Maintains the credibility of the embassy and
reinforces trust within the diaspora.
€ Avoids setting a precedent of favoritism or
accepting conditional offers.
Cons:
€ Misses the opportunity to secure additional
resources.
€ Risks alienating an influential figure, potentially
impacting local operations and diplomacy.
€ Limited resources could slow down the evacuation
process for others.

Option 3: Negotiate a Compromise with the Businessperson

Action: Accept the donation without granting priority
evacuation to the businessperson’s family but assure
them that their turn will come within the operational
capacity.
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€ Acquires additional resources for the evacuation
mission without compromising fairness.

€ Shows responsiveness to the businessperson’s
concerns while maintaining ethical integrity.

@ Preserves relations with the influential figure for
future cooperation.

Cons:

@ Risks offending the businessperson if their family
feels delayed.

€ Might raise suspicion among others about
favoritism if the compromise is not transparent.

Option 4: Engage the Local Government for Support

Action: Approach the local government for assistance
to expand evacuation capacity while adhering to the
protocol.

Pros:

€ Strengthens diplomatic collaboration, ensuring
smooth operations in a sensitive environment.

@ Demonstrates adherence to local authorities’
preferences, minimizing the risk of escalating
tensions.

Cons:

€ May delay the evacuation process further due to
bureaucratic hurdles.

@ Risks revealing the embassy’s limited capacity,
potentially weakening its position in the host
country.

Option 5: Conduct a Low-Key Evacuation of All Critical Cases

Action: Evacuate the most vulnerable individuals

quietly and strategically, minimizing visibility while

ensuring fairness.

Pros:

@ Aligns with the local government’s directive to
avoid escalation.

€ Maintains equity and prioritization of those in
greatest need.

€ Prevents unnecessary political backlash or
community dissatisfaction.
Cons:
€ Logistical challenges due to limited resources and
small staff.
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€ May be perceived as slow or inadequate by some,
including the businessperson.

Chosen Option: Combination of Options 2, 3, and 5
® Adhere to Protocols (Option 2): Prioritize evacuation
based on urgency and need.

@ Adhering to protocols ensures fairness by
prioritizing the most vulnerable while maintaining
the embassy’s credibility and trust with the
diaspora.

® Negotiate with the Businessperson (Option 3): Accept
the donation but explain the necessity of following
established evacuation protocols.

@ Assure them that their family will be evacuated
soon within the plan.

® Conduct Low-Key Operations (Option 5): Quietly
execute the evacuation of the most vulnerable to
comply with local government directives and avoid
tension escalation.
(c) Ethical Dilemmas

® Utilitarian vs Deontological Ethics: The situation pits
utilitarian ethics (maximizing benefit by accepting the
donation) against deontological ethics (following duty
and ensuring fairness).
@ Accepting the donation might enhance the
evacuation effort overall but compromises the
principles of impartiality and justice.

® Fairness vs Favoritism: Giving preferential treatment
to the businessperson’s family undermines fairness
and the trust of the Indian community.
€@ However, it might lead to securing valuable
resources for the evacuation mission.
® Protocol vs Humanitarian Need: Strict adherence to
protocol may delay support for the most vulnerable
individuals, such as women and children.
@ Deviating from protocol could create a precedent
that compromises ethical governance.
® Diplomatic Pressure vs Operational Efficiency: The
local government’s insistence on minimizing visible
operations conflicts with the need for timely and large-
scale evacuations.
€@ Balancing their demands with operational goals is
critical.
Conclusion:

In this crisis, a balanced approach ensures the safety
of the most vulnerable while maintaining fairness and
ethical integrity. By leveraging additional resources without
compromising principles and conducting low-key operations,
the embassy can efficiently manage the evacuation. This
approach upholds diplomatic sensitivities, strengthens trust,
and aligns with long-term responsibilities.
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41.

The pursuit of equality often starts with the
acknowledgment of difference.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: “Equality may be a fiction but
nonetheless one must accept it as a governing
principle.”

Mahatma Gandhi: “The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others.” (on addressing
inequality through empathy and service).

Nelson Mandela: “/ am not truly free if | am taking
away someone else’s freedom”

Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

Rawls’ Theory of Justice: Advocates for fairness by

considering inequalities and distributing resources to

benefit the least advantaged.

Intersectionality (Kimberlé Crenshaw): Highlights how

overlapping social categorizations like race, gender,

and class contribute to systemic oppression and

inequality.

Philosophical Linkages: The Indian concept of

Sarvodaya (welfare of all) begins with Antyodaya

(uplifting the weakest).

Policy Examples: Constitution of India, Article 15:

Prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of religion,

race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

€ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 10):

Reduce inequality within and among countries by
addressing systemic disparities.

Contemporary Examples:

LGBTQ+ Rights Movement: Recognition of sexual and
gender diversity has led to legal reforms, such as the
decriminalization of homosexuality in India (Section
377 judgment).

Reservation Policies in India: Caste and socioeconomic
disparities acknowledged through affirmative action
programs.

Differently-Abled Inclusion: The UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities emphasizes
acknowledging physical and cognitive differences for
achieving equality.
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Global Black Lives Matter Movement: Acknowledging
systemic racismin police practices and social structures.

In the desert of apathy, even a drop of compassion is an
oasis.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

Dalai Lama: “Be kind whenever possible. It is always
possible.”

Mother Teresa: “Not all of us can do great things. But
we can do small things with great love.”

Mahatma Gandhi: “The simplest acts of kindness are
by far more powerful than a thousand heads bowing in
prayer.”

Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

Ubuntu Philosophy: “l am because we are” emphasizes
interconnectedness and collective compassion in
countering apathy.

Buddhism: The concept of Karuna (compassion) is
central to alleviating human suffering and promoting
harmony.

Kantian Ethics: Encourages treating every individual as
an end, rather than a means, rooted in empathy and
compassion.

Contemporary Examples:

43.

Malala Yousafzai’s Advocacy for Girls’ Education:
Compassion for marginalized girls in conflict zones has
inspired global change.

Sonu Sood’s COVID-19 Work: Helped stranded migrant
workers, showing how small compassionate acts can
alleviate apathy.

Greta Thunberg and Environmental Advocacy:
Compassion for future generations drives her relentless
activism against climate inaction.

Creativity begins where routine ends.

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

Albert Einstein: “Creativity is intelligence having fun.”
Steve Jobs: “Innovation distinguishes between a leader
and a follower.”

Jiddu Krishnamurti: “To understand is to transform
what is.”
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Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:

® Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs: Creativity lies at the
peak of self-actualization, which can only be achieved
after overcoming routine and monotony at the
foundational levels.
® Eastern Philosophy: The Zen concept of “Beginner’s
Mind” in a way encourages breaking habitual patterns
to experience true creativity.
Policy and Historical Examples:
® Green Revolution in India: Moving beyond traditional
farming techniques led to innovation and food security.
® Start-Up Ecosystem: Silicon Valley thrives on disruption
of routines to foster creativity in technology and
design.
Contemporary Examples:

® Remote Work Culture Post-COVID: The shift away
from routine office settings led to innovations in
collaboration tools and work methodologies.

® Creative Reforms in Governance: The implementation
of Jan Dhan Yojana disrupted traditional banking
methods to enhance financial inclusion.

44, Justice delayed is justice denied, but justice rushed is

www.drishtilAS.com

® Utilitarianism (John Stuart Mill): Justice systems
should aim for the greatest good, balancing timeliness
and accuracy.

® Aristotle’s Golden Mean: Justice must balance
between hasty judgments and prolonged indecision.
Policy and Judicial Examples:
® Indian Judiciary Challenges:

@ Pendency of Cases (November 2024 closed with
82,347 cases pending in the Supreme Court)

@ Fast-Track Courts

® International Examples:

€@ Nuremberg Trials: A model for justice with due

deliberation.
Contemporary Examples:
® Delayed Justice:

@ Nirbhaya Case: Took over 7 years for the convicts
to be executed, causing public outrage over the
delay.

® Rushed Justice:

@ Encounter Killings in India: Often seen as
bypassing due process, risking flawed justice and
public trust.

justice flawed 45. Humanity is as much about coexistence as it is about
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay: competition
® WiII.iam E. Gladstone: “Justice delayed is justice ' 46, preservation of the environment is not a liberal or
denied. conservation challenge, it’s common sense.
® Mahatma Gandhi: “Justice thatlove givesis a surrender; .
justice that law gives is a punishment.” 47. Sroyv;h %eglrs atdthet?dge of our comfort zones, both
. . . . . or individuals and nations.
Theoretical and Philosophical Dimensions:
® Natural Justice Principles: Timely and fair trials are | 48. Progress is the art of balancing innovation with
fundamental to ensuring justice. preservation.
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